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DISCOVER THE WORLD OF 

PETTICOAT LANE EMPORIUM 

For more info see our ad on p27 

Petticoat Lane Emporium, 47 Dumpton Park Drive, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8AD 

Tel: 01303 487 124 | petticoatemporium@hotmail.com | www.petticoatemporium.com 





















Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the VECELLI SALE, 
the decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door-operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 


+ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

+ Full 12 month warranty ♦ Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 

www.vecelligaragedoors.co.uk 




Price includes: 
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Spare a thought for our 
under pressure villages 


IF YOU want to ensure a heated 
discussion in a pub or around any 
dinner table, simply mention some of 
Kent’s transport issues. 

Whether it is memories of the pain 
of Operation Stack, the delays at 
reaching Dover or crossing the 
Dartford Crossing, or traversing the 
likes of Maidstone or Tunbridge 
Wells at rush hour, everyone will 
have a gripe to share. And let’s not 
even talk about the county’s trains. 

But while Kent County Council 
this week published its ‘wishlist’ of 
projects it wants funding for in 
order to allow Kent to breathe Mfifk 
and develop given the steady Jr 
population rise, surely the 
biggest issue, and one which 
is now so established it has 
slipped down that list of 
primary complaints, is how 
the sheer weight of vehicles on 
our roads have changed 
so many places 
forever. 

Come off the 
main thorough¬ 



fares and there are few rural or inner 
town areas where simply driving 
down the road doesn’t involve both 
skill and a healthy dollop of luck, not 
to loose your wing mirror. 

Some of our most picturesque 
villages - so pretty to look at - have 
become known primarily for the cars 
lining their streets and the tightness 
of bends and passing places, rather 
than their historical and architec¬ 
tural splendour. And while we 
should be grateful, at least, they still 
exist, you cannot but help think it 
has been fundamentally spoiled 
by the thunder of relentless 
traffic. 

There is no solution to this, 
of course. Public transport is 
simply too unreliable, 
indirect and underfunded for 
it to offer a genuine alternative 
here, at least. Instead all we can 
hope is that should more 
roads get built, 
some of our 
villages get to 
flourish again. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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A SUPERB DEVELOPMENT OF 1,2, 3, 4 & 5 
BEDROOM HOMES IN ASHFORD, KENT 

Open Daily 10am - 5pm 


PRICES FROM £249,950 
HELP TO BUY PRICES from £1< 


0333 321 8647 


Godinton Way, Ashford, Kent TN23 1LJ 


'Available incentives at Crescent West, Ashford are subject to reservation criteria, scheme rules (including the Government Help to Buy scheme) on selected plots. Prices are correct at time of sending to print. 

All imagery is illustrative and may vary from shown. Please ask our Sales Consultants for more information. 
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Going for gold: County’s 
big names take to track 



VENUE: Athletics is set to take centre stage at Rio this week at the Olympic Games 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


AFTER all the expectation and 
hype now is the time to deliver for 
our sporting superstars as they 
head onto the track at the Rio 
Olympic Games in pursuit of gold 
medals and glory. 

This week saw Kent’s first medal 
as Cranbrook rugby ace Ruaridh 
McConnochie won silver in the 
first ever outing of rugby sevens at 
the Games. 

Great Britain defied the odds to 
reach the final on Thursday night, 
but lost out to hot favourites Fiji. 
But it didn’t deny our Kent hero a 
silver medal. 

But there was disappointment 
for equestrian star William 
Fox-Pitt, who went to school in 
Broadstairs, who started his 
eventing dressage in gold medal 
position, but then a bad round saw 
him fall from contention. 

This weekend sees a host of other 
medal-hopefuls from the county 
continue their campaigns - full 
details of which can be found in 
our sports section. 

The main focus, however, will be 
on the track as the athletics 


programme gets under way and we 
get our first glimpse of the likes of 
Dartford’s Adam Gemili, 23, and 
Orpington’s Dina Asher-Smith, 20. 

Both rising young talents are 
hotly-tipped to perform well and 
will compete with the support of 
their local communities behind 
them. 

Mr Gemili’s heats in the 200m 
begin on Tuesday at 3.50pm. If he 
makes the final, it will be at the 
early hour of 2.30am UK time on 


Friday. 

He is also competing in the men’s 
4x100m relay. 

Dartford council leader Jeremy 
Kite said: “He’s a great ambassador 
for Dartford and we’re all hoping 
he does really well. You couldn’t 
ask for a nicer guy - we’re just so 
proud of him.” 

Miss Asher-Smith, who holds the 
British record in the women’s 
200m, gets her heats under way on 
Monday with the final on Thurs¬ 


day. 

“If I want to be competitive and 
push my boundaries I try and 
realistically think that I’m going to 
win,” she said on arriving in Rio. 

She, like Mr Gemili, is a member 
of Blackheath and Bromley 
Harriers Athletics Club. 

Both will be looking to emulate 
Kent’s greatest Olympian - Dame 
Kelly Holmes - who won gold in the 
800m and 1,500m in Athens in 
2004. 


Jail for crook who got 
into woman’s car as she 
stopped at the lights 


Uni rush ready as A-level 
results due this Thursday 


A ROBBER who climbed into a 
woman’s car while she was stopped 
at traffic lights has been jailed for 
three years and four months. 

Simon Boswell, 34, of Winchester 
Way, Gillingham, stole his victim’s 
handbag and also took a man’s wallet 
in a separate incident days later. 

He was sentenced at Maidstone 
Crown Court on Friday having plead¬ 
ed guilty to two counts of robbery at 
an earlier hearing. 

The court heard how on May 2 at 
about 9.45pm, Boswell opened the 
door of a car that had stopped at 
traffic lights on Chatham Hill, 
Gillingham, at the junction with 
Rock Avenue. 

He grabbed the driver’s handbag 
and tried to wrestle it away from her, 
and then climbed into the vehicle 
when the lights turned green and 
she began to drive away. 

The woman pulled over a short 
distance further and shouted at 
Boswell to take the handbag and get 
out. He then left the scene in 


possession of the bag, which 
contained a tablet computer, a purse 
and various other items. 

Later that week, on May 7, Boswell 
followed a customer out of a petrol 
station on Nelson Road, Gillingham, 
and attempted to snatch his wallet 
on the forecourt. 

He then made off with £40 cash 
following a brief struggle that left the 
victim requiring hospital treatment for 
cuts and bruises. Boswell was 
identified through CCTV footage of the 
incident and arrested three days later. 

Investigating officer, detective 
constable Ian Mather, said: “Simon 
Boswell is an opportunistic thief who 
needs no invitation to take items that 
do not belong to him. 

“He does not discriminate against 
his victims and is equally at home 
robbing a man on a petrol forecourt 
as he is climbing into a woman’s car 
while she is driving alone at night. 

“Boswell clearly poses a risk to 
members of the public and is better 
off behind bars.” 


NERVOUS teenagers will find out 
their A-level results this week and 
for many it will herald the start of a 
dash to secure a university place. 

Results are published on 
Thursday with many reliant on 
certain grades to ensure they 
secure the university degree 
course they want, or the job or 
apprenticeship they have pinned 
their hopes on. 


TEMPERATURES are set to soar 
across the south east early next 
week - but the mini heatwave is set 
to be shortlived, with thunder and 
heavy rain expected hot on its heels. 

On Monday and Tuesday, 
forecasters say we could be 
sweltering again. 

A Met Office spokesman 
explained: “Early next week looks 
predominantly dry and sunny with 


Last year the county scored 
above the national average when it 
came to point scores per entrant, 
but below on the percentage of 
students achieving three A-levels. 

Those getting better, or worse, 
grades than expected for univer¬ 
sity can apply through the clearing 
process in a bid to secure a place 
for later this year. SeetheUCAS 
site for further details. 


temperatures rising, possibly 
becoming hot across parts of the 
south. 

‘ ‘The heat looks short-lived 
though as Atlantic fronts edge in 
from the west by midweek. This 
will bring a risk of thunderstorms 
and heavy rain for a time, with 
cooler, fresher conditions becom¬ 
ing established by the latter part of 
the week.” 


It's going to get hot...but not 
for long, then the rain's back 
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Friends bid farewell to Herald assistant bosun 


FRIENDS and family bid a final farewell to popular 
former Bromley Green football coach and player Mark 
Stanley this week. 

The former ferry worker found himself at the centre 
of tragedy in 1987 as the assistant bosun who left the 
bow doors open on the doomed Herald of Free 
Enterprise ferry which sank at Zeebrugge in 1987, 


killing 193 people. 

Father-of-two Mr Stanley 58, who lived in Ashford, 
was seen by many as a scapegoat for a catalogue of 
safety failings and later inquiries praised him for much 
of his efforts on the night as the drama unfolded. 

He passed away on July 20 and was cremated on 
Wednesday in Charing. 


Criticism fired at chief 
constable’s £199k salary 
and holiday allowance 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


KENT Police’s chief constable has 
been slammed by the Taxpayers’ Al¬ 
liance for the size of his pay packet 
and holiday allowance. 

It follows findings published in the 
Daily Mail which said chief consta¬ 
ble Alan Pughsley was handed a 
£6,801 housing allowance and a 
£4,508 ‘compensatory grant’, on top 
of his six-figure salary. It also 
claimed he took more than 50 days 
holiday last year. 

It highlighted a host of top officers 
across the country who received sig¬ 
nificant extra payments. 

The Taxpayers’ Alliance, a grass¬ 
roots campaign for lower taxes and 
more transparency with the public 
purse, said such payments were 
hard to justify. Its chief executive 
Jonathan Isaby said of the overall 
findings: “Housing allowances and 
huge salaries are a scandalous way 
to spend taxpayers’ money when 
budgets are so tight and front line 



SPOTLIGHT: Alan Pughsley 

staff are being cut. Of course bosses 
are entitled to annual leave but re¬ 
ceiving over 50 days holiday in one 
year is surely indefensible. This sort 
of largesse isn’t found in the private 
sector and so there seems little justi¬ 


fication for these additional perks at 
taxpayers’ expense. They should be 
cut back to reflect the current need 
to make urgent savings.” 

But Kent Police hit back. A spokes¬ 
man said: “The chief constable’s sal¬ 
ary, allowances and annual leave 
entitlement is in line with national 
guidance and are independently set. 

“The terms and conditions of his 
salary are in line with pay scales set 
out under the Police Regulations 
2003, which are set by the Home Of¬ 
fice. He is employed at an appropri¬ 
ate and competitive salary to meet 
the demands and challenges of polic¬ 
ing in Kent. The salary of £198,723 
includes a housing allowance of 
£6,801, and a compensatory grant 
of£4,508. 

“Mr Pughsley provides his own 
car for 24/7 policing duties, whereas 
previous chief constables were pro¬ 
vided with a car. 

“He is entitled to 48 days a-year 
annual leave. The additional days 
taken are as a result of carrying over 
annual leave from the previous 
year.” 



WED : The happy couple 


Gregg's recipe 
for love leads 
up aisle again 

MASTERCHEF star Gregg Wallace has 
spoken of his happiness after tying the 
knot for the fourth time. 

The 51-year-old cookery judge, who 
lives in Whitstable. wed Anne-Marie 
Sterpini, 30, in an intimate ceremony at 
Hever Castle. 

He gushed on Twitter “Io sono molto 
contento! ”, translating as “I am very 
happy”, following the nuptials. 

Masterchef co-host John Torode 
served as best man, while Torode’s 
girlfriend, actress Lisa Faulkner, was 
also at the event, as well as Masterchef: 
The Professionals’ judge Monica Galetti, 
according to reports. 

Wallace separated from his third wife, 
Heidi - a young teacher who had 
contacted him on Twitter to ask him a 
question about celery - in 2012 after 18 
months. 

He had been married twice previously 
and admitting cheating on his second 
wife, Denise - the mother of his two 
children - with other women. 

He met Ms Sterpini on Twitter in 
March 2013, when she tweeted him a 
question about rhubarb. 

Ms Sterpini has previously said the 
couple’s 21-year age gap is “irrelevant”, 
telling Hello! magazine: “I don’t see 
Gregg as being older. I don’t even think 
about it.” 


Heart attack forces 
Meldrew cancellation 

ACTOR Richard Wilson, best known for TV’s 
grumpy Victor Meldrew, has cancelled a Kent 
tour date after suffering from a heart attack. 

Mr Wilson, 80, suffered a cardiac arrest on 
Wednesday afternoon and on Friday remained in 
a stable condition in hospital. 

He had been due to revive his character from 
One Foot In The Grave for a one-man tour of 
theatres this autumn. 

I Don’t Believe It - which would have seen him 
perform one of the show’s most famous episodes 
- had been due to call in at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on November 28. 

That show, along with a 12-night run at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival starting next week, has 
now been scrapped. 

The thorny character of Victor Meldrew was 
played by Mr Wilson between 1990 and 2000, 
and won him a host of awards as well as ever 
since being associated with the catchphrase ‘I 
don’t believe it! ’. 


Travellers leave site 
after legal stand-off 

A CLEAR up operation began on Friday after a group 
of Irish travellers who set up camp in a council-owned 
park finally left after local authorities ramped up then- 
legal threats. 

The travellers, who arrived at Woodlands Park in 
Gravesend on August 5, had been served with a 
summons on Tuesday and then a court order on 
Thursday to leave the site. 

It had been feared bailiffs would have to move 
them off the site but the camp packed up and left on 
Friday morning One neighbour, Nick Redman, told 
KoS: “There hasn’t been any trouble, but they can’t 
just turn up here and set up camp in the middle of a 
field we all pay our rates for.’ ’ 

A spokesman for Gravesham Borough Council 
said: ‘ ‘The travellers left before the court order’s 
deadline passed. Council offers have checked the 
area for damage and clear up any rubbish left 
behind. Vehicle access to the park will be secured.’ ’ 
The travellers would not comment when ap¬ 
proached by KoS. 


Jail for supermarket 
boss who stole £ 80 k 

A SUPERMARKET manager from Ramsgate who 
stole £80,000 through bogus refunds has been jailed 
for 16 months. 

Neal Parton, 47, from Arklow Square, Ramsgate, 
started his deceit as deputy general manager of the 
Morrisons store on Sheppey and continued as 
general manager of the Larkfield store. 

Between August 2014 and November 2015, Parton 
issued a total of 188 refunds to various bank accounts 
in his name totalling £80,937.51. 

An internal audit by Morrisons highlighted the high 
number of refunds and their value, and the super¬ 
market chain notified police, who arrested Parton on 
November 18,2015. 

He appeared recently at Maidstone Crown Court 
to be sentenced having pleaded guilty at an earlier 
hearing. Investigating officer detective constable 
Lynda Birch said: ‘ ‘Parton thought no one would notice 
what he was doing and that he would get away with 
stealing little and often from his employers. But little 
and often resulted in a significant amount of money.’ ’ 
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PM’s grammar expansion hint 
wins county council support 



HQ: County Hall - home of Kent County Council in Maidstone 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


KENT County Council has thrown its sup¬ 
port behind a hint from prime minister 
Theresa May that she will lift the ban on the 
creation of new grammar schools. 

The county is one of the few in the country 
which still operates a selective system and 
recently got a significant breakthrough 
when an annexe of a girls’ grammar in Ton- 
bridge was given the nod to open in Seven- 
oaks. 

But hopes of fresh standalone academy 
grammars seemed unthinkable after Tony 
Blair’s Labour administration prevented the 
building of new ones in 1998. 

Last weekend, the PM hinted she will 
scrap that ban, with her comments coming 
soon after education secretary Justine 
Greening said she was ‘open-minded’ about 
expansion discussions. 

This week, Roger Gough, KCC cabinet 
member for education, said: “We support ex¬ 
pansion of grammar capacity, as we do that 
of any good or outstanding school, where 
there is a clear need for more places. The 
1998 Act prevents this being done through 
the establishment of new grammar schools. 
We believe that this is an unnecessary and 
damaging restriction and that this part of 


the legislation should be scrapped.” 

A major concern is that building new 
grammars in under pressure west Kent 
would not necessarily allow more local stu¬ 
dents to attend, but simply create more of a 
stampede from those in the nearby London 
boroughs and neighbouring counties. 

Mary Bousted, the general secretary of the 
Association of Teachers and Lecturers, said: 
“A government that is serious about social 
mobility would not allow the expansion of 
selective schools. 


“All children deserve to have a first-class 
education, not just those whose parents 
can afford the private tuition to help them 
pass the 11-plus.” 

Unsurprisingly, there is widespread sup¬ 
port among Kent’s Conservative MPs for 
more grammars. 

Dartford’s Gareth Johnson said: “We 
need new schools in Dartford to match the 
increase in population. Grammar schools 
play an important role in the success of our 
borough’s schooling system.” 


Minister underlines 
garden city promise 

MORE than 9,000 people have registered an inter¬ 
est in the first 180 homes being built as part of the 
Ebbsfleet Garden City site. 

The figures were revealed as new government 
minister for housing, Gavin Barwell, visited the 
site this week, to see some of the developments 
currently under way. 

He confirmed the government’s committment 
to delivering the 15,000 homes planned. 


Algae forces popular 
lake to shut again 

THE main lake at Conningbrook Lakes Country 
Park in Ashford has been forced to close again 
after the return of the blue-gree algae which 
forced its closure earlier this year. 

The public have been advised not to go into the 
water and to keep dogs on leads for fear they 
could become ill. 


Migrants hid in lorry 

IMMIGRATION officials have taken in 10 suspect¬ 
ed migrants who were found inside a lorry on the 
M2 5 on Thursday. 

Six adults and four children were found inside 
the vehicle parked on the hard shoulder of the 
road between junctions two and three - Swanley 
and Darenth - during the rush hour. The Home 
Office is now dealing with the individuals. 



Each year Clarkes reviews stock and 
releases items at greatly reduced prices. 

Reasons for the reductions range from, sofas with 
discontinued fabrics, cancelled orders, rejected merchandise, 
ex-stock display, minor defects, supplier error, 
discontinued designs etc. 


These are all at EXTRAORDINARY LOW PRICES to go, offering genuine ONE OFF BARGAINS 


Annual Stock Sale 

-Ex-Display Stock- 
-Cancelled Orders- 
-Discontinued Lines- 


50 - 701 ? 


! Full payment required at 
point of order 


Delivery or Collection - (free in Kent if over £500) 
must be completed before the end of September 


visit www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk for details OI cl T k G S 
01622 753073 Sandling Road, Maidstone ME14 2RF furnishing your home 


UPHOLSTERY 


DINING 


BEDS 


BEDROOM 


ACCESSORIES 
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Drama as fishermen’s boat 
starts to sink in the Swale 



TEN fishermen have been saved 
after their boat started sinking in 
the River Swale last Sunday. 

And it meant a swift return to 
action for lifeboat crews which 
were attending the annual 
Whitstable Regatta when the 
drama unfolded. 

Margate’s all-weather lifeboat 
and Whitstable’s inshore lifeboat 
received the call from a charter 
angling boat reporting they were 
taking in water and in danger of 
sinking. 

The fishermen were rescued and 
put on dry land at Harty, on 
Sheppey, by the Whitstable team. 

Using specialist pumping 
equipment, the Margate crew then 
rescued the boat from sinking and 
towed it to the entrance of Faver- 
sham Creek. 


Paul Hodson, lifeboat operation 
manager at Margate Lifeboat, said: 
“This joint operation demonstrates 
the importance of having a 
balanced mix of various lifeboats 
covering the north Kent coast. 


“Without the rapid response of 
Whitstable’s inshore lifeboat and 
the additional capabilities of 
Margate’s larger all-weather 
lifeboat the outcome to this story 
could have been very different.” 


OAP who threatened to 
blow up a bank is guilty 


A 73-year-old man from West 
Kingsdown who threatened to 
blow up a bank and caused a 
town centre to be sealed off for 
hours has been found guilty in 
court. 

Reginald Esqulant of 
Fawkham Road, Sevenoaks, 
walked into the High Street 
branch of Santander around 
lunchtime on February 8. He 
then passed a note to staff 
demanding cash. 

It warned failure to hand 
over any money would result in 
the use of an explosive device, 
which had been placed in the 
centre of the building. The 
pensioner then left the bank, 
expecting to pick up his loot 
from a point around the corner. 

Large parts of the town 
centre were closed after police 
were called and a controlled 


explosion was carried out on 
the suspect package. 

Police traced Esqulant the 
following day by tracking a VW 
Golf he had used. 

Esqulant pleaded not guilty 
to blackmail, taking a motor 
vehicle without consent and 
driving while disqualified. A 
jury found him guilty of all 
three offences. He will be 
sentenced in November. 

Det sgt Jon Faulkner said: “ 
The construction of a hoax 
device showed Esqulant had 
planned to cause maximum fear 
in order to try and steal a large 
amount of money. Esqulant’s 
actions not only caused extreme 
distress and fear to staff at the 
bank, but they also brought the 
centre of Sevenoaks to a 
standstill, leading to widespread 
disruption.” 


Medical site's £1.5m road 

WORK has started on a new £1.5 million 
access road for the Kent Medical Campus in 
Maidstone. 

The road will link Newnham Court Way to 
the far side of the 30-acre site which will 
eventually create more than 4,000 jobs, 
close to junction seven of the M20. 


Uni takes top marks 

FINAL year students emerging from the 
University of Kent remain the most satisfied 
in the UK, according to the latest National 
Student Survey. 

It puts Kent in fourth place overall in the 
UK and joint first with Oxford and Surrey in 
London and the south east. 


GP surgery take over 

NHS chiefs say they are hoping the Church 
Lane Surgery in New Romney will remain 
open after the GP who runs the practice 
retires at the end of the month. 

The practice will be run by provider 
Invicta Health with a view to improving the 
availability of appointments. 


Knockout Ninja for you? 

HUNDREDS are set to sign up to take part in 
Knockout Ninja - a challenging assault 
course in Sittingbourne where competitors 
raise funds for children’s hospice Demelza. 

It takes place at Central park on Septem¬ 
ber 16-17. See demelza.org.uk for details on 
how to sign up. 



Nasons 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463 550 | www.nasons.co.uk 


DON’T MISS OUT. VISIT US TODAY! 

Free parking and Free delivery. T’s & C’s apply. 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Wilson's date cancelled 


Heart attack stops comedian’s Kent show 

2. 'Whale'call for RNU 

Lifeboats rush to save inflatable whale 

3. Pier body identified 

Man’s body found under Chatham pier 


The Essential Guide: 



.to Operation Stack 


Everything you need to know about the M20 
traffic procedure 



FANS: The weather was kind as thousands flocked to see a host of musical legends take to the 
stage at the New Day Festival in Faversham last weekend. Not only did we run an online gallery 
this week, but you can see more inside this weekend’s paper - turn inside. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 

www. kentne ws. co.uk 


DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and talk a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Kent on Sunday 


Top Three Blogs 



1. ttSaveTwitter hits home 


Twitter needs a major revamp, or else... 

2. A game of chance 

Tales of betting’s ups and downs 

3. Why Corbyn must go 

Labour needs new leader to find success 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Are you playing Pokemon 
Go? 

Of course, gotta catch ‘em all! - 31% 

I had a go, but it wasn’t for me - 8% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


No way-46% 
Poke-what? -15% 



I T V _J_ 

BRIT ELITE'S SUMMER SIZZLERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY SEPTEMBER 2017 


Britelite's Super 


Composite front doors. 
Fully installed inc. VAT 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


TRIPLE GLAZING THIS SUMMER! 


Call 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 
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PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS! 


GET 


LOW RATE 

5.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


SAVE VS 

£ 7,925 


LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE - EXCLUSIVE TO WJ KING VAUXHALL 


16-Reg Viva SE 1.0 5dr 


• ABS brakes 

• Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows 

• Remote central locking 


From £6,995 
SAVE £2,200 
AIR CON MODELS AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Corsa Sting 1.4 3dr 


• Heated windscreen 

• Remote central locking 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Hill start assist 


From £7,995 
SAVE £2,045 
CHOICE OF METALLIC COLOURS 



16-Reg Corsa Capital Sting 1.4 5drA/C 


• Air conditioning 

• Hill start assist 

• Heated windscreen 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 


From £8,495 
SAVE £4,000 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



16-Reg Adam Rocks Air 12 3dr 


• LED daytime running lights 

• Bluetooth 

• Dark tinted rear windows 


• 17-inch alloy wheels 

From £12,895 
SAVE £4,420 
INCLUDES TECHNICAL PACK 



16-Reg Astra Capital Design 1.4i 16v 5dr 


• Air conditioning 

• Trip computer 

• 16-inch structure wheels 

• Electric windows 


From £11,495 
SAVE £4,345 
EUROPEAN CAR OFTHEYEAR 2016 



16-Reg Astra Design Sports Tourer 1.6i 16v 

AUTOMATIC 

• Air conditioning 

• 16-inch alloy wheels 

• Electric front windows 

• Cruise control 


From £10,995 
SAVE £7,925 
METALLIC PAINT AVAILABLE 



MORE MODELS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS 


Typical 5.9% APR finance example for Vauxhall Viva SE 1.0 5dr as advertised, personal contract purchase (PCP). 


Terms of 

48 monthly 

On the road 

Customer 

Total 

Amount 

One final 

Interest 

Total amount 

agreement 

payments 

cash price 

deposit 

deposit 

financed 

payment 

charges 

payable 

48 months 

£98.11 

£6,995.00 

£98.00 

£98.00 

£6,897.00 

£3,409.55 

£1,221.83 

£8,216.83 


TYPICAL 

5.9% APR 

Representative" 


WJ King 

www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhall 

*Service 


Welling 08448 263271 Swanley 08448 263292 Gravesend 08448 263289 

Bexleyheath 08448 263291 Woolwich 08448 263276 Bromley 08448 263282 

Farningham 08448 263296 Dartford 08448 263299 Rochester 08448 263287* 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

tFinance based on Alphera hire purchase agreements) for the models shown. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by Alphera Financial Services, Europa House, Bartley Way, Hook Hampshire, RG27 9UF. Finance applicants must be 18 or over Finance subject to status 
and terms and conditions. We can arrange finance and hiring facilities foryou. We do not work exclusively with Barclays Partner Finance. Alternative 7.9% APR finance available with lower deposit amount **Savings based on 2016 Vauxhall Price List - cost when new. Offers apply to selected pre-registered vehicles purchased 
between 27th July 2016 and 31st August 2016, delivered before 31st August 2016. + Astra Capital Design does not include steering weel mounted audio controls or cruise control. ^Metallic paint and air con models avaliable at extra cost Please note, models portrayed are for illustration purposes only and may not represent 
actual model WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. A £99 inc VAT Admin Fee (security checks and fuel) will be added to all vehicle purchases, this includes £20 worth of fuel. Telephone calls may be recorded fortraining purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and 
actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&0E. 
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PINCHED: Farms in Swale and Yalding have seen large scale thefts of their harvest 


Is gang behind 
fruit crop theft? 

Thousands of pounds worth of strawberries and 
cherries have been stolen from county’s farms 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


T HE Garden of Eng¬ 
land’s famous crop 
of soft fruits are be¬ 
ing targeted by 
crooks, after a 
spate of thefts from across the 
county left farmers counting 
the cost of thousands of 
pounds worth of losses. 

Growers called in police af¬ 
ter strawberries and cherries 
were stolen from various 
farms in Swale. 

There were three reported 
thefts near Church Road, 
Tonge. The crimes are be¬ 
lieved to have taken place be¬ 
tween July 18-26 and saw 
some £1,600 worth of fruit 
pinched. 

More crimes were report- 
eds from land near Head Hill 
Road, Faversham, between 
July 7-22 where crooks made 
off with £2,400 of soft fruit. 

Police are investigating 
whether a fruit theft reported 
near Kenward Road, Yalding, 
is also connected. Between 
July 26-27 producers saw 
£2,000 worth of their fruit 
crop disappear. 

High on the list of concerns 
is whether all the raids were 
carried out in a co-ordinated 
fashion by the same thieves, 
who are believed to be selling 
their hauls on to possibly un¬ 
suspecting market traders. 

Officers investigating the 
reported thefts say the crimes 
are unusal and hoping it is 
not the start of a trend, while 
also advising farmers to en¬ 
sure they secure their prop¬ 
erty sufficiently. 

Officers from the rural 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


crime unit are now appealing 
for help in finding thieves and 
for those living in rural com¬ 
munities to report anything 
suspicious. 

Investigating officer, PC 
Marc Pennicott of the rural 
task force, said: “These thefts 
are all very similar so we be¬ 
lieve they may be linked and I 
would encourage anyone 
with information to get in 
touch.” 

The rural task force was set 
up to bring together represent¬ 
atives from the gypsy liaison 
team and rural liason team 
into one co-ordinated unit. 

It says, if safely possible, 
victims should note if a sus¬ 
pect is alone or part of a 
group; are they trespassing; 
do they have equipment, dogs 
or firearms with them; where 
they are heading; physical de¬ 
scriptions; any vehicles; and 
if possible, take pictures. 

It comes amid increasing 
anxiety in the countryside 
over security concerns. 

In Somerset, 240 sheep 
were rustled, and many farm¬ 
ers have seen machinery in¬ 
cluding quad bikes, pinched 
and sold on. 

Even cyber criminals have 
attacked rural targets with 
one phone scam netting over 
£500,000 from one farmer. 

Tim Price, NFU Mutual’s 
rural crime specialist, said 
thieves are using Google 
Earth and available data to 
assess farm security before 
arrival. 

He said: “Their tactics now 
include cloning tractor identi¬ 
ties, advertising non-existent 
machinery in agricultural 
publications and stealing the 
GPS computer systems that 


are a key part of modern 
farming.” 

Those willing and able to 
protect themselves will al¬ 
ways be in a better position, 
he said, adding: “Farmers are 
having to regularly update 
security measures at consid¬ 
erable cost to keep high-tech 
criminals at bay. 

“They are using tracker de¬ 
vices on tractors, video and 
infra-red surveillance in their 
farmyards and even DNA 
markers to protect sheep from 
rustlers.” 

Rural crime as a whole ap¬ 
pears to have stagnated in re¬ 
cent years, but remains worry- 
ingly high. According to NFU 
Mutual the cost of crime to the 
UK’s rural economy reached 
£44.5m in 2013, which was an 
increase of 5.2 per cent on 2012 
figures. In 2014, it was £37.8m 
and last year reached £42.5m. 

The south east, however, 
saw reductions of nine per 
cent. The Farmers Weekly 
newspaper said: “People liv¬ 
ing and working in the coun¬ 
tryside should regularly eval¬ 
uate their security measures. 
Make improvements where 
necessary, remain vigilant 
and report any suspicious ac¬ 
tivity to the local police as 
well as community watch 
schemes.” 

Kent on Sunday contacted 
several growers around the 
county and found they were 
reluctant to go on the record 
about security, but one did 
say: “It is a particular con¬ 
cern.” 

Anyone who may have in¬ 
formation about the recent 
Kent thefts can contact police 
on 01795 419119 quoting ref¬ 
erence XY/27859/16, 

North & West 





P ■ 1 0 OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Times 


TITANIC 


IN PHOTOGRAPHS 


THE EXHIBITION 


23 JULY-21 AUGUST 

An exhibition of unique period photographs 
of the world’s most famous ship brought to life 
with a world class display of original artefacts. 

Visit the Titanic Gift Shop and Photo Studio 
located on level 1 next to M&S 

Discover more at royalvictoriaplace.com 

Admission to exhibition is free and events may be 
subject to change or cancellation without prior notice 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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Wishlist to 
put county 
on route to 
prosperity 

Kent County Council unveils details of 
projects it wants funding for to help 
county to keep growing and flourish 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A MAJOR public consulta¬ 
tion into future trans¬ 
port links for the county 
has got under way, 
which includes a £400 
million scheme to get more Dover- 
bound traffic using the M2 and A2 to 
ease problems on the M20. 

The local transport plan consulta¬ 
tion runs until October 30 and in¬ 
cludes a number of key initiatives. 

Strategic priorities include: A2 
Bean and A2 Ebbsfleet junction up¬ 
grades; an extention to Crossrail to 
take it into north Kent; a new Lower 
Thames Crossing; splitting Dover 
port traffic between the M20/A20 
and M2/A2 routes as well as expan¬ 
sion of the port; journey time im¬ 
provements in Thanet and a parkway 
rail station,;Ashford International 
Station signalling, and general rail 
and bus improvements. 

KCC cabinet member for environ¬ 
ment and transport, Matthew Bal¬ 
four, said: “This consultation is an 
opportunity for people and organisa¬ 
tions within Kent to let us know their 
views and whether they agree with 
our priorities. 

“This is one of our biggest plans 
and will shape the way we invest in 
our infrastructure up until 2031. The 
transport plan is vital to boost 


TRANSPORT 

ISSUES: 


National transport issues: 

Enabling Growth in the Thames 
Gateway 

- New Lower Thames Crossing 

- Port expansion 

- A solution to Operation Stack 

County transport issues: 

- Bifurcation of port traffic 

- Provision for overnight lorry 
parking 

- Ashford International Station 
signalling 

- Journey time improvements and 
Thanet Parkway railway station 

- Rail and bus improvements 


Kent’s economy and support a grow¬ 
ing population which is expected to 
increase by 293,000 people in the 
next 15 years. 

“With potential opportunities for 
devolution from government, now is 
the time for us to set out our plans 
and make clear what we want as a 
county. 

“This plan will lay out what we will 
do to make sure transport is playing 
its part in making Kent a great place 
to live, work and do business.” 

KCC has a statutory duty to pro¬ 
duce a local transport plan for the 
county of Kent. It identifies transport 
priorities for the county, as well as 
emphasising to national government 
and the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SELEP) the investment 
required to support growth. 

The Dover scheme would see im¬ 
provements to improve junction sev¬ 
en of the M2 at Brenley Corner to im¬ 
prove capacity and create free-flow 
between the A2 and M2. 

In addtition, sections of single car¬ 
riageway on the A2 north of Dover 
along the Jubilee Way to Whitfield 
will be dualled. Plus improvements at 
junction seven of the M20 to ease ac¬ 
cess between the A249 and the M20. 
The estimated cost of that is an eye¬ 
watering £393m. 

There is also a push to support the 
redevelopment of Dover Western 
Docks to enhance the capacity for 
roll-on-roll-off ferry traffic given the 
limitations of the Eastern Docks. Gov¬ 
ernment forecasts suggest a 101 per 
cent increase in RORO traffic by 
2030. 

Connected to that, is a demand to 
help ease overnight parking of lorries 
to prevent HGVs blocking lay-bys, in¬ 
dustrial areas and residential zones. 
It proposes a network of commercial¬ 
ly-operated parks across Kent. 

For the Thames Gateway area - 
which covers Dartford, Gravesham 
and Swale - KCC wants upgrades to 
the A2 Bean and A2 Ebbsfleet jun- 
tions. In addition, it want an increase 
in the number of high speed rail serv¬ 
ices to Ebbsfleet to service the expected 
boom in future passenger numbers, 
and an extension of the Crossrail serv¬ 
ice taking it from Abbey Wood to Dart- 
ford, Ebbsfleet and Gravesend to fur¬ 
ther enhance London transport links. 



DOVER: Key element is for the M2 and A2 to take more of the strain of port-bound traffic 


OPERATION STACK LORRY PARK CONSULTATION BEGINS 



A CONSULTATION into the 
controversial plans to build a major 
lorry park to help ease the 
problems caused by Operation 
Stack got under way on Friday. 

Running to September 23, it 
focuses on the proposal to build a 
park at Stanford West, close to 
junction 11 of the M2 0. 

The government confirmed it 
was the preferred choice earlier in 
the summer. 

Costing something in the region 
of £250million, it will house 3,600 
lorries, and is in response to the 
chaos caused last summer when 
Operation Stack was in place for 32 
days. 

Stack sees parts of the M20 
turned into a giant lorry park when 
there is a problem at the port or 
Eurotunnel terminals. 

As freight is held on the motor¬ 
way, all other traffic is diverted onto 
the county’s A-roads which delivers 
a significant knock on impact. 

Highways England insists it will 
work closely with residents and 


businesses to minimise the site’s 
impact on the surrounding area - 
but local opposition has been vocal. 

Highways England project 
director Adrian Sheppard said; 
“This is a solution to the problems 
caused by Operation Stack that has 
been talked about for decades, but 
on which we have made a great 
deal of progress in less than a year. 

“Following our consultation 
earlier this year we have been 
working hard to refine our plans 
and are now keen to hear what 
people think about these. I 
encourage anyone who would like 


to understand more or ask 
questions to visit us at one of the 
public exhibitions we are holding.” 

After receiving strong support 
during the previous consultation, 
Highways England is exploring 
whether to use the site to provide 
overnight lorry parking to stop 
lorries parking on roads not 
intended for their use. 

Construction work is due to start 
as soon as possible with spaces 
available from summer 2017. 

Details can be found on the 
consultation section of the 
www.gov.uk website. 

and our asks. This plan articulates 
what we will do to make sure trans¬ 
port is playing its part in making 
Kent a great place to live, work and do 
business.” 

See the consultation section of the 
KCC website for details and how to 
take part. 

■ What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or 
write to The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. 


Ashford’s future as an internation¬ 
al station may be in doubt unless vital 
£10.5m improvements are made to 
signalling on what are known as the 
Ashford Spurs. These must be up¬ 
graded to allow for the operation of 
the new Eurostar trains. Network 
Rail will conduct the work, with KCC 
working with Ashford Borough 
Council to fund and deliver the im¬ 
provements. 

Another major rail project is the 
long discussed Thanet Parkway sta¬ 
tion. Once earmarked to allow Man- 


ston Airport to grow, it is now being 
touted as rail relief for those on what 
is now dubbed Stone Hill Park - previ¬ 
ously the airport - and within the Dis¬ 
covery Park enterprise zone. 

KCC’s long wished for an extra sta¬ 
tion would reduce journey time from 
Thanet Parkway to St Pancras by 20 
minutes over the existing route from 
nearby Deal. 

Concludes KCC’s Matthew Balfour: 
“With potential opportunities for 
devolution from government, now is 
the time for us to set out our plans 
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Established 1981 



Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 



Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


WINDOWS 
£1,512^ 
WINDOWS 
Cl ,890 
WINDOWS 
C2,268i£2 
WINDOWS 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite 1 


4 WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 ;SS flT 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,384;S? AT 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,83©i£S AT 

7 WINDOWS 

C3,309-«> flT 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


£100 off 


on production 
of this advert* 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
30th 

v August, 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


immXnKfHCTii IJJIIJ,! Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

milMllliUH Mm 11 , ’ ,L ' f * ■ J =1 ■ K 7 _» \rr~7 Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week REO,sre " EDCO " PANV 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f sJ www.supaglaziiig.com ss JS 


01634294696 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 
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BDL GAS SERVICES 

^3 01634 232048 -4 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 






Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 




The Prosecco 

44 High Street, 
Gravesend DAll OAY 
www.proseccowinebar.( 
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Young offender 
detention site 
is slammed in 
latest report 

It has come under fire ever since a Panorama 
investigation uncovered serious concerns about 
how youngsters in its care were being handled. 
Now a report carried out before it changed 
hands highlights a catalogue of major problems 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A N INSPECTION report into the 
controversial Medway Secure 
Training Centre in Rochester has 
revealed a string of “serious and 
widspread failings”, among them 
children having access to pornography and 
high levels of violence. 

In a joint report issued by Ofsted, HM In¬ 
spectorate of Prison and the Care Quality 
Commission, it branded the youth prison ‘in¬ 
adequate’. 

The centre hit the headlines earlier this year 
after a BBC Panorama report revealed allega¬ 
tions of child abuse following an undercover 
report. 

The fall-out saw G4S, which ran the site, 
pulling out and the National Offender Man¬ 
agement Service, part of the Ministry of fus- 
tice. taking over at the start of fuly. 

Inspectors visited in fune, before the takeo¬ 
ver, and revealed a number of significant con¬ 
cerns. 

The report said: “Levels of violence in the 
centre are very high and growing. This in¬ 
cludes violence between young people and vio¬ 
lence towards staff, despite a small and stable 
population of young people. The centre’s sen¬ 
ior managers are not aware of the increasing 
trends in many areas of the centre’s function¬ 
ing, and this is a stark example of their lack of 
oversight and governance. 

“There is no violence reduction strategy to 
address this.” 

It added: “Security arrangements are a sig¬ 
nificant concern. Recent security breaches 
due to ineffective centre procedures have tak¬ 
en place impacting on the care and safety of 
young people. These include a games console 
being brought into the centre by a staff mem¬ 
ber for a young person where procedures were 
breached leading to serious misuse. 

“Current arrangements for staff purchasing 
items on behalf of young people are unneces¬ 
sarily convoluted and lack management over¬ 
sight. This means current arrangements do 
not detect potential corruption, bribery or oth¬ 
er forms of manipulation. 

“In recent weeks, two USB data sticks con¬ 
taining highly inappropriate material have 
been found in areas accessed by young people. 
It is clear that young people have been able to 
access pornography although it is not clear 
how many young people have been involved.” 

North & West 


In another case insufficiently secure storage 
of a broken pool cue and inadequate searching 
resulted in a young person being able to re¬ 
move the item from a sterile area undetected, 
taking it from the living unit to the gym, and 
attempting to assault another young person 
with it, according to the report. 

As well as overall effectiveness, Medway 
was given an inadequate rating for four cate¬ 
gories - the safety of young people, promoting 
positive behaviour, the care of young people 
and the effectiveness of leaders and managers. 

There were ‘good’ ratings for the resettle¬ 
ment and health of young people, while the 
achievement of young people was found to re¬ 
quire improvement. 

Some services within the centre have man¬ 
aged to continue to provide good quality inter¬ 
ventions, the report said. 

In February, G4S said it was selling its UK 
children’s services business, which includes 
13 children’s homes and two secure training 
centres - Medway and Oakhill in Milton Key¬ 
nes. 

ferry Petherick, managing director for G4S 
custodial and detention services, said it was a 
“deeply disappointing” report following a 
number of years in which Ofsted rated Med¬ 
way as good or outstanding. 

He said staff turnover was a real problem, 
adding: “This was clearly a period of intense 
disruption which created uncertainty and in¬ 
stability for the young people and staff at the 
centre and it proved extremely challenging to 
maintain appropriate staffing levels and 
standards.” 

Lessons learned at Medway will be applied 
through a far-reaching review of standards, 
skills and processes at Oakhill, Mr Petherick 
said. 

He added: “I fully expect this to translate 
into substantial changes to the way in which 
the centre is run.” 

Lord McNally, chairman of the Youth fustice 
Board for England and Wales, described Ofst- 
ed’s findings as “completely unacceptable”. 

Andrew Neilson, director of campaigns at 
the Howard League for Penal Reform, said: 
“This damning report underscores why it is 
welcome G4S are no longer running Medway 
secure training centre. 

“Children in Medway are not safe and, given 
the allegations that were made in the Pano¬ 
rama documentary in fanuary, it is shocking 
to see that violence is underreported and med¬ 
ical treatment is being inadequately recorded. 
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FOCUS : Medway Secure Training Centre is supposed to help put young offenders back on the straight and narrow. Justice minister Lizz Truss, right 


This cannot go on. 

“It is not simply the secure training centres 
which have proved failed models of child custo¬ 
dy. In both young offender institutions and se¬ 
cure training centres we see problems of vio¬ 
lence and cultures far removed from the caring 
environments children need. Radical action is 
required.” 

The Howard League for Penal Reform is the 
oldest penal reform charity in the world and is a 
national charity working for “less crime, safer 


communities and fewer people in prison”. 

Inspectors also found evidence that violence 
against children and staff was underreported. 
Staff were unable to provide inspectors with ac¬ 
curate records of the number of children requir¬ 
ing medical treatment as a result of assaults or 
fights. 

Use offeree and restraint were increasing and 
the number of such incidents in the month be¬ 
fore the inspection was higher than at any point 
in the previous 12 months. 


Inspectors found that child protection mat¬ 
ters were not managed effectively, meaning 
children were not sufficiently safeguarded. Jus¬ 
tice secretary Liz Truss said: “The findings of 
this report are shocking and decisive action has 
already been taken. 

“G4S have been removed from the running of 
Medway; since July 1 the centre has been under 
new leadership. 

“The safety and rehabilitation of young of¬ 
fenders is extremely important. We will be re¬ 


sponding to the review with our plans for re¬ 
form shortly.” 

* Twelve people have been arrested in con¬ 
nection with the police investigation into 
the Medway Secure Training Centre. Re¬ 
becca Harold, 24, of Maidstone, has been 
charged with common assault and will ap¬ 
pear at Medway Magistrates’ Court on Au¬ 
gust 23. Nine other individuals are on bail 
until next month, while two people have 
been released without charge. 



Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


“Beautiful Gardens 
Set in Stone ” 



Driveway 
Pavers £110 
per pack inc. VAT. 

All Colours . 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


10% off 


0UR 

patio packs 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 

Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 
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Double whammy of rail strikes 

If you normally use Southern services and were then planning a jaunt to France on Eurostar this 
weekend, you may be right out of luck as both services spent the week facing damaging strike action 



PROTESTS: RMT officials were outside St Pancras on Friday as part of the dispute with Eurostar 


By Alan Jones 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


R AIL travellers in Kent 
have found themselves at 
the centre of two separate 
spates of industrial action 
this week as both South¬ 
ern trains and Eurostar staff staged 
walk-outs. 

Commuters who use Southern’s 
services - which include services west 
out of Tonbridge and from Ashford 
down to the south coast - found the 
majority of services cancelled this 
week. 

The situation eased on Thursday 
when both the rail firm and the Rail, 
Maritime and Transport (RMT) un¬ 
ion agreed to resume talks. They 
were continuing on Friday in a bid to 
avert further disruption. 

It centres on changes to the role of 
conductors on its services. However, 
there have been growing levels of dis¬ 
satisfaction among travellers who 
have complained about the poor level 
of service. Earlier this summer, the 
franchise was given the nod to cancel 
more than 340 services as a conse¬ 
quence of staff sickness and the on-off 
industrial action. It included a 
number of peak services between 
Ashford and Hastings been replaced 


by buses. 

Conciliation service Acas saw talks 
resume on Thursday and they are 
likely to continue this weekend. 

No sooner did that situation ease 
with the strike being temporarily lift¬ 
ed, the RMT was calling its rail work¬ 
ers on Eurostar out in industrial ac¬ 
tion too. 

Staff walked out on Friday in a 
move which will roll across this 
weekend. It also plans another walk¬ 
out over the bank holiday weekend at 
the end of the month. 

The dispute is over shift patterns 
and other work/life balance issues. 

Eurostar trains run from London St 
Pancras, calling at the international 
stations in Ebbsfleet and Ashford. 

However, Eurostar says the impact 
this weekend on its services will be 
minimal and all those with advanced 
bookings will travel. 

Just eight trains will be cancelled - 
including four today and two tomor¬ 
row (Monday); less than four per cent 
of the scheduled services. 

As we went to press, talks were being 
planned to try to resolve the row be¬ 
tween the rail operator and the union. 

A Eurostar spokesman said: “All 
passengers booked to travel this 
weekend will be able to. 

“We have made some small chang¬ 
es to our timetable, with all passen¬ 


gers due to travel on affected trains 
notified in advance, to allow them to 
change their booking to another 
train on the same day.” 

RMT general secretary Mick Cash 
said on Friday: “Our Eurostar train 
manager members are solid, deter¬ 
mined and united as they kick off the 
first phase of strike action in a fight 
for a decent work/life balance. 

“All that we are asking for is that 


our members get a fair crack when it 
comes to anti-social hours and that 
agreements we signed up to in good 
faith are stuck to.” 

RMT assistant general secretary 
Mick Lynch added: “The work/life 
balance has become disproportionate 
with unsociable hours in the morn¬ 
ings and at weekends, with many 
staff members often having to get up 
at 2-3am. 


“Eurostar has agreements with 
staff across all four depots, including 
two in France and one in Belgium, 
but those are not being honoured in 
the UK, meaning employees here are 
working under worse conditions 
than their colleagues abroad. 

“Eurostar have recognised this but 
they are taking too long - almost 10 
years - to come to the table with a fair 
solution.” 



moririil^turner 


Don't miss out! More offers in our fireplace showroom 


New revamped fireplace showroom with working electric fire displays 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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END OF LEASE CLEARANCE 

SALE 

WE'RE MOVING!! 


LAST 2 WEEKS 








TV 


Warming your world! 


Roper Close, Canterbury CT2 7DQ_ 

01227 457643 

www.heatdesignkent.co.uk 

dthomas@heatdesignkent.co.uk 
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IMPORTANT: The hop crop was vital to the county’s economy 

How East 
End would 
hop down 
for holidays 

Simon Allin looks back at a fascinating 
chapter in the county’s history when 
droves of people would descend to help 
gather in the brewers’ crop of hops 


D RIVE through the Kent 
countryside on a sum¬ 
mer’s day and you may 
spot one of the county’s 
most cherished buildings 
- the oast house. 

These long structures with white 
cone spires are relics of a bygone era 
when they were used in the process of 
hop farming, which was once the 
county’s biggest industry. 

A large crop meant a large demand 
for labour, and every year, in Septem¬ 
ber, families from London, Sussex 
and East Anglia would travel to Kent 
to work in the hop gardens, harvest¬ 
ing the flower that gives beer its bitter 
flavour. 

With the industry playing such a 
big role in the county’s economy, the 
annual influx of labour was vital for 
farmers and brewers. 

And for many of the families who 
came from the East End of London, 
the trip to Kent was a welcome break 
from the crowded and dirty condi¬ 
tions of the metropolis. 

Boughton hop farmer Tony Red- 
sell, 83, owns three hop farms be¬ 
tween Sittingbourne and Canter¬ 
bury, and is one of the UK’s leading 
growers. 

He told Kent on Sunday: “I started 
out in 1948 when we were hand pick¬ 
ing them and about 75 per cent of our 
labour was from West Ham and 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Plaistow. 

“We could employ between 600 
and 800 people over four to five 
weeks. Some of them would come for 
a fortnight; some would appear and 
disappear. 

“We had huts and we gave them 
faggots - large bundles of sticks for 
the fire - and a bale of straw for their 
beds.” 

Every day the family’s hops would 
be put into a bin, which a measurer 
would empty using a basket known 
as a bushel. The tallyman would 
record how many bushels each fami¬ 
ly had picked. 

“I remember the first year that a 
family earned more than £100, 
which was considered to be quite a 
lot,” Mr Redsell said. 

“The numbers of people coming 
started to drop off gradually as pros¬ 
perity started to improve and we 
drifted into machine picking, but we 
did keep some going. 

“They went to the local pub on Sat¬ 
urdays, and the pub would make sure 
there was no carpet on the floor and 
get out the larger glasses that were 
harder to break. 

“They would go to the local shops 
to get meat. There used to be seven 
grocers and four butchers in 
Boughton at the time.” 

Stuart Tricker, senior brewer at 
Shepherd Neame in Faversham, said 



CROWDS : Coachloads of pickers would arrive ready for weeks of hard work on our farms 



FARMER: Tony Redsell, right, one of our major hop farmers, reflects on how things used to be done 


the tradition of hopping was ‘vital’ to 
the brewing industry in Kent. 

“Back then until the 1960s it was 
totally manual, and what they were 
looking for in those days was a ready 
source of labour,” he explained. 

“It was incredibly labour-intensive. 
The source of labour from the East 
End helped the farmers. 

“It enabled them to have a holiday, 
so the hop growers tended to have ac¬ 
commodation - it was like a commu¬ 
nity activity. 

“They could get out of London, stay 
North & West 


in free accommodation and it was 
mum and the kids. They lived in gar¬ 
den sheds. 

“On some hop farms they used to 
arrange for the doctor to come out to 
provide medical care, so it was quite 
caring - but they were made to work 
quite hard. 

“It would have been much like go¬ 
ing on a camping holiday, with enter¬ 
tainment round the fires.” 

Along with many other brewers, 
Shepherd Neame had its own hop 
farm, which employed labourers from 


the East End. 

“They were paid by the number of 
hops they picked,” Mr Tricker contin¬ 
ued. “There was a saying, ‘don’t pay 
the tally man’. 

“The tally man had sticks, almost 
like tent pegs, and registered how 
many they had picked. 

“Back then it was vital. Kent used 
to have big hop farms to the big brew¬ 
ers. If you go back 20 or 30 years, we 
used to have an awful lot more brew¬ 
ers in Kent.” 

Continued on page 20 
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MEASURED: Each crop would be carefully measured before the hops were taken to oast houses to dry 


Once they had been picked, the 
hops had to be dried out - which is 
where the oast houses came in. 

“When you take the hops out of the 
field, they are 80 per cent moisture,” 
Mr Tricker said. “You would line 
them up on a grid frame in the oast 
house and light the fire underneath - 
otherwise they would just rot.” 

Judith Smith, 76, was one of the 
youngsters who made the annual pil¬ 
grimage down to Kent from her home 
in London. 

Now retired, she lives in the alm¬ 
shouses in Faversham and volunteers 
at the Fleur de Lis Heritage Centre. 

She told KoS: “We used to come 
down every year in a lorry and stay in 
a hut and pick hops. And because of 
that, I met my husband. 

“It was like a holiday, where you 
could earn money for things like 
school uniforms. My dad used to 
come down on the weekend. 

“It was a bit unhygienic - we used 
to sleep in one hut. 

“We used to have Sunday concerts 
and children used to do their bit on 
stage. It gave us a holiday from south 
east London and the bombing. It was 
quite an adventure. 

“I met my husband, David - he was 
born in Boughton - because of hop 
picking, and two of my cousins mar¬ 
ried local boys. 

“Relations with the locals were 
mostly friendly. Some of the eastend- 
ers were on the rough side and they 
weren’t very popular but most of us 
were well-behaved and made friends 
for life. 

“It was good for London children. I 
wasn’t too bad - I was from Black- 
heath - but some of the East End was 
awful. 


“Lots and lots of Londoners live 
down here now. I would not want to 
live in London now. I have quite a lot 
of friends moved down here, and my 
cousins. 

“They cooked on an open fire; we 
had stew and all sorts. We had a nor¬ 
mal diet. 

“We only came down for four to six 
weeks, and as I got older I had to go to 


grammar school and wasn’t allowed 
to go. Then they turned over to ma¬ 
chines.” 

Joyce Dutton also used to come 
from the East End to pick hops - a tra¬ 
dition she continues to uphold. 

“I was seven months old the first 
time and I am now 78, so that is a 
long while,” she said. 

“The big attraction was to get out of 


smoky London. I hated picking hops. I 
lived right in the East End, in Ken¬ 
ning Town, near the docks and the 
gas works. 

“When people were hopping the 
East End emptied out. I worked in a 
school and in the first three weeks of 
September, one child turned up - the 
rest were down the hop fields. By the 
third week, all the children were 



back.” 

Despite her youthful aversion to 
picking hops, Mrs Dutton, who now 
lives on Sheppey, still comes hopping 
and has passed on the custom to her 
family. 

“We still come every year. My sons 
and my daughter work on the fields 
and last year my eldest grandson did 
it while he waited to go to university.” 



THE 


'4 very accurate * 
faithful portrayal' - 
Richard Carpenter 




Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th Auqusl 


mm. Bob-psjj&rite Neil Hu 

Tickets: From £12, Family Ticket from £48 


st 2016 


FR DAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 7.30PM 


Leas Cliff Hail, Folkestone 

flo* Office 08448 713015 LEAS 


BOX OFF CE 0844 871 3015 


ATOTimTS,COM/fOJ.KfSTOMf.■' (Hkg Fee) 


FOLKESTONE ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE 
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Star couple in BBC antique show 

Traders at a popular Thanet vintage marketplace found themselves caught on camera this week as 
celebrities Vic Reeves and Nancy Sorrell called in as they filmed an episode of a popular TV series 


H usband and wife Vic 
Reeves and Nancy Sor¬ 
rell were filming in the 
county on Monday for 
an upcoming show as 
part of the BBC’s Celebrity Antiques 
Road Trip. 

Comedian, artist and actor Mr 
Reeves - real name Jim Moir - married 
model Ms Sorrell in 2003 and the 
couple live with their children in 
Charing. 

And this week they were out and 
about in the county filming for the 
popular BBC2 show which pits fa¬ 
mous faces against one another. 

Partnered with an antique expert, 
each of the stars took off to track 
down something valuable and sell 
them at auction. Profits raised then 
go to the Children in Need charity. 

Among the destinations they visit¬ 
ed was the Petticoat Lane Emporium 
in Dumpton, near Ramsgate. 

Boasting 175 stalls, expert Charlie 
Ross and Vic Reeves arrived in a 
3.9-litre Austin Healey convertible, 
followed an hour later by Nancy Sor¬ 
rell and expert Thomas Plant in a 
gold Rolls Royce Silver Shadow. 

Normally the teams visit different 
establishments, but, say emporium 
bosses, because it is so big, both teams 
visited at the same time. 
They were both followed around by a 


camera crew as they spent three 
hours on the site searching for the 
right items. 

Trader Jane Lamb who shares a 
pitch on Petticoat Lane’s Fleet Street 
with her husband Kevin and sold two 
items to the expert, said: “There was 
some great banter and haggling with 
Charlie Ross and we’re really looking 
forward to watching the episode.” 

In total, each team snapped up 
three items. Chris Millbank, a trader 
with a pitch on Oxford Street within 
the emporium, sold an item to one of 
the celebrity team but revealed an¬ 
other item expert Charlie Ross had 
shown interest in had been sold to a 
member of the public whilst the ex¬ 
pert went away to think about it. 

Camera crews captured trader Caz 
Oliver and emporium boss Zak Tozer 
greeting and dealing with the celeb¬ 
rity guests. 

Proprietor Richard Tozer said: 
“This is a very exciting development 
for us and all of the traders here. It 
will really help put the emporium and 
Ramsgate on the tourist map.” 

His business partner, Kevin Shaw, 
added: “This may well be the start of 
antique and vintage enthusiasts get¬ 
ting used to seeing the Petticoat Em¬ 
porium on national TV. 

“Both Charlie and Thomas told me 
that they are keen to bring other na¬ 






FILMING: Vic Reeves and Charlie Ross, left, Nancy Sorrell and Thomas Plant, centre, and outside the emporium 


tional shows including Bargain Hunt 
and Flog It here. This can be nothing 
but good for our business, Ramsgate 
town and Kent.” 


Vic Reeves shot to fame in the late 
1980s with his Big Night Out show on 
Channel 4, alongside comedy partner 
Bob Mortimer. 


By the mid 1990s, both had moved 
to Kent, first in Ashford, then Char¬ 
ing and Mr Mortimer to Tunbridge 
Wells. 



Battersea 
Brands Hatch 

is on your doorstep 


Visit our rehoming centre 
to meet your new best friend 


Eynsford 
and Longfield 


BRANDS HATCH 
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Sun shines on 
dawn of the 
New Day era 

Photographer Andy Archer captures 
the mood at Mount Ephraim, near 
Faversham, at last weekend’s big show 


O RGANISERS of last week¬ 
end’s New Day Festival 
say they hope to be back 
in the county next year 
after last weekend’s first 
event at Mount Ephraim in Hernhill, 
near Faversham. 

With the exception of the toilets not 
being serviced as promised and a cou¬ 
ple of back-stage glitches, organisers 
say the event went well, and have 
spent the week accounting to see how 
it performed financially; the key test 
for any such event. 

The likes of Ian Anderson, from 
Jethro Tull, The Stranglers and Wilko 
Johnson rocked the venue in glorious 
sunshine over three days. 

Organiser Dave Rees, 53, from 
Newcastle, told us: “Apart from the 
toilets where we were badly let down 
by the suppliers, things went really 
well, especially from the audience 


point of view. 

“There were a couple of things 
back-stage that will also be tweaked 
for next year to ensure everything 
runs a little smoother. But the fans 
would not have been aware of those. 

“It was a great event, and I think 
those that attended will want to come 
back again next year. We are looking 
at the August Bank Holiday next 
time. 

“The weather also did us a great fa¬ 
vour - it was glorious sun and warm 
evenings, that could not have been 
better.” 

The festival is the result of Mr Rees 
and some like-thinking music-loving 
friends wanting to serve others like 
them. He said: “We wanted to put on 
the types of show we wanted to go 
and see. 

“We feel there will always be an au¬ 
dience for shows like ours.” 




Don't miss out! More offers in our bathroom showroom 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 

01634 813813 | sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | morrisandturner.co.uk 


AQUADART 
V€NTURI 
SINGl€ & 
DOUBLE 
DOOR 
QUADRANTS 


OFF€RS 


our showroom 
to see oil offers! 


Newly refurbed bathroom showroom plus ex display items at 50% OFF 
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POPULAR: Jethro Tull's Ian Anderson was the star attraction on the Saturday night at the New Day Festival 
which proved a big hit. Words: Chris Murphy 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 


Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


MEMBER OF 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 


Warner’s 


WARNER 

©LtlSUR 

HOTEL 








TPS 




One of England's 
Sunniest places 
and one of the 
best spots on the 
whole Island to 
enjoy the 
spectacular views 
of the Solent... 


IDE 


AJ 


■ K I 

UaDBiEpi 



YOUR f/Y£ DAY /T/A/fRARY... 

Day 1: Join our coach as we head to Lymington for our ferry to Yarmouth ^ 
and then it's just a short drive to Norton Grange. Settle into your ensuite 
Chalet before dinner and entertainment this evening. 

Day 2: Trip to Newport and then on to Ryde, ending the day at Godshill including cream 
tea at the Old Smithy. 

Day 3: Trip to Shanklin, on to the Victorian town of Ventnor, then finally to the famous 
'Needles' at Alum Bay. 

Day 4: Today is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities at Norton Grange. 

Day 5: After a last, hearty breakfast - it's time to go home, unfortunately! 


Norton Grange, Isle of Wight, Yarmouth 

Facilities include; Indoor Pool, Sauna, Snooker, outdoor bowls, tennis, Free WiFi 
in public areas, Coffee Lounge, Outdoor Terrace. Accommodation is Chalet-style 
with comfy beds, TV, radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray, ensuite bathroom with 
toiletries and towels. Ground and 1st floor (stairs to 1st floor) Nightly 
entertainment in Mariner’s Show Lounge is included. 




Monday 10th October £259 


Coach 
departs: 

Price includes: A nights D/B/B basis plus all travel and trips out as shown. S. S. £30 


BOOKINGS: 0151 652 2222 

^ or go online: www.gbtours.com 

Coach pick-ups: 

Dover, Folkestone, Ashford & Maidstone. 
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IAN PENNICK 


KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & BEDROOMS 



Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or 
bathroom without compromising on quality. Pop into our showroom, no 
appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 

NOW SUPPLYING & FITTING 
AMTICO FLOORING 




STUDIO ADJACENT TO CANTERBURY GARDEN CENTRE 
CANTERBURY ROAD, HERNE COMMON, KENT CT6 7LJ 



CALL 01227 283850 FOR FREE ADVICE 6 DAYS A WEEK, MON-SAT WWW.IANPENNICK.CO.UK 
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Anger boils 
over at PM’s 
cash-to-frack 
‘bribe’ plans 


Theresa May’s suggestion of paying 
households to allow fracking for gas 
beneath their homes has been fiercely 
criticised by many who are opposed to 
the highly controversial drilling method 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A SOUTH east MEP has 
branded Theresa May’s 
proposals to pay house¬ 
holds payments of poten¬ 
tially thousands of 
pounds to allow fracking to go ahead 
in their area as “immoral and tanta¬ 
mount to bribery”. 

A £1 billion shale wealth fund un¬ 
veiled by former chancellor George 
Osborne in November will set aside 
up to 10 per cent of the tax proceeds 
from fracking to benefit the commu¬ 
nities hosting wells. 

But now the prime minister is 
amending the scheme so the money 
can go direct to residents rather than 
being given to councils or communi¬ 
ty trusts to spend, as Mr Osborne 
planned. 

It is expected the new fund could 
deliver as much as £10 million to 
each community where wells are sit¬ 
ed. Downing Street declined to esti¬ 
mate how much payouts could be 
worth, but it is thought that individu¬ 
al households could receive between 
£5,000 and £20,000. 

But Green MEP Keith Taylor blast¬ 
ed the proposals. 

He said: “These proposals are im¬ 
moral and tantamount to bribery. 
Catastrophic climate change doesn’t 
take bribes. 

“Of all the measures the new prime 
minister should be undertaking to 
tackle catastrophic climate change, it 
is astounding that Theresa May has 


rested on this wrong-headed policy - 
just days after climate experts warned 
that Britain, and the world, is on 
course to miss key climate targets.” 

Fracking is a hugely controversial 
method of gas extraction which in¬ 
volves firing high pressure air into 
rocks below the surface and forcing 
out the gas they release to harness for 
energy. 

But it has been blamed for earth¬ 
quakes and a host of other environ¬ 
ment risks and is being fought hard 
by campaigners. 

Adds Mr Taylor: “The scientific 
consensus on climate change has 
never been greater and we have been 
told that the best chance of limiting 
potentially catastrophic temperature 
increase is by leaving fossil fuels in 
the ground. 

“The proposals also beg the ques¬ 
tion; what price clean water? I’ve vis¬ 
ited homes in Pennsylvania where 
the water is too contaminated to 
drink because of fracking. That same 
danger is now being fast-tracked 
across Britain. 

“Campaigners, communities, and 
some councils have already made 
their voices heard: they don’t want 
fracking. In fact, a recent govern¬ 
ment poll revealed that just 21 per 
cent of people support fracking, while 
76 per cent of people support renew¬ 
able energy. 

“The UK has enormous renewable 
energy potential - and we have seen 
evidence that people across the south 
east have the passion, willingness, 
and know-how to create clean, peo¬ 
ple-powered energy in spite of the 



PERILS: Fracking could solve our future energy problems, but also could cause significant environmental issues 


government’s continued onslaught. 

“The British public will not be 
swayed by a naked attempt at using 
bribery to divide and conquer com¬ 
munities. It is time for the govern¬ 
ment to stop circumventing democ¬ 
racy and, finally, listen to the public.” 

Mrs May said: “The government I 
lead will be always be driven by the 
interests of the many - ordinary fami¬ 
lies for whom life is harder than many 
people in politics realise. 

“As I said on my first night as prime 
minister: when we take the big calls, 
we’ll think not of the powerful but of 
you. 

“This announcement is an exam¬ 
ple of putting those principles into ac¬ 
tion. It’s about making sure people 
personally benefit from economic de¬ 
cisions that are taken - not just coun¬ 
cils - and putting them back in con¬ 
trol over their lives. 

“We’ll be looking at applying this 
approach to other government pro¬ 
grammes in the future too, as we 


press on with the work of building a 
country that works for everyone.” 

The Kent branch of the Campaign 
to Protect Rural England was also op¬ 
posed to the proposals. 

A spokesman said: “We have seri¬ 
ous reservations in respect to the im¬ 
plications of the proposed compensa¬ 
tion offer to householders affected by 
shale gas development involving hy¬ 
draulic fracturing (fracking). 

“Such operations within Kent rep¬ 
resent a material risk to rural com¬ 
munities insofar as there are few, if 
any areas in this county where frack¬ 
ing could be carried without there be¬ 
ing a material risk of triggering earth 
movements and/or generating the re¬ 
lease of hazardous fluids with the 
consequent threat to properties and 
the county’s groundwater reserves 
which support more than 70 per cent 
of Kent’s public supplies. 

“The scale of such hazards could be 
well beyond the scope of the proposed 
compensation package and it is for 


this reason that we will continue to 
oppose shale gas development by 
fracking in Kent.” 

Greenpeace UK chief scientist Doug 
Parr added: “The government has 
tried to sweeten the fracking pill with 
cash payments before, and it didn’t 
work. 

“Over the last two years, public op¬ 
position has soared and support for 
shale has tanked. People’s concerns 
about climate change and their local 
environment cannot be silenced with 
a wad of cash. 

“You can’t put a price on the quali¬ 
ty of the air you breathe, the water 
you drink, and the beauty of our 
countryside.” 

What do you think? Would you 
be willing to park your concerns 
for a cash payment? Share your 
views and join the debate. Email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or 
write to The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Pensioners go barmy for 

AT LAST. The hearing aid it fits snugly and comfortably again as you concentrate on 
that thousands have wanted in your ear canal and uses hearing, rather than thinking 
is now available. the ear’s natural acoustics about your hearing aid. 

Alta2 Pro is a totally invis- for natural sound quality. Alta2 Pro continuously 
iblehearingaidwhenwom.lt Everything works auto- ana-lyses incoming sounds 
offers pensioners the opp- matically. There are no and adapts to each individual 
ortunity to defy hearing loss controls to worry about situation so you always get 
by compensating for your so there’s no need to the best hearing possible, 
individual hearing loss, in keep fiddling about and Even in background noise, 
all situations, day and night, adjusting settings. When speech and 

Nobody can see it because You can start enjoying life conversation sounds are 


new hearing aid 


detected the sound is 
automatically increased at 
different frequencies so you 
hear and understand it 
clearly, not just loudly. 

You get all the benefits 
you want in a digital 
hearing aid without the 
obvious sign that you are 
using one as it’s completely 
invisible in most ears. 


For your free Alta2 Pro 
information pack simply 
complete the coupon or call 
the freephone number. 

FREEPHONE 

0800 
740 8680 

Please quote ref: PGYS5005 

www.invisiblehearingaidsuk.co.uk 


Please post me free & without obligation full details of the 
Alta2 Pro hearing aid. □ Tick if pensioner. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss_First Name_ 

Surname_ 

Address_ 


_Postcode_ 

(in case we need to 
Tel No confirm your address) 

Phone or send coupon today (No stamp required) to: 

Freepost RTKE-UJBU-EYSU, Hidden Hearing Ltd, 

Medway Street, Maidstone MEM 1HL PGYS5005 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 


To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


On-line datin 
visit 


ng is FREE to register, try it today 

it., www.mydate24.co.uk 


[tractive, lumna, 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


WELL travelled widow, 70 years 
young, GSOH, lively and 
outgoing, lots of interests 
including walks, bowls, 
socialising and the theatre, 
WLTM similar male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4230291 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

TAMARA, Indian woman, 
Muslim, 43, golden brown skin, 
long black straight hair, WLTM 
male in his 40s. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4231531 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 
LISA, fun loving and free, WLTM 
passionate, broadminded male, 
any age, discreet honest, 
seaside location. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422877 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable, Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
KIM, 50, lovely kind, 5ft 6~ 

brown eyes, dark curly hair, 
curvy figure seeks nice genuine 
guy for LTR, same age as me. 
Text only Mailbox: 5512493 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with 
GSOH Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422393 $ 

LORRAINE, attractive solvent 
brunette, 34yrs, own house/car 
wltm gent any age, looks 
unimportant but must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 422415 
KAY, 66, slim blonde, 5'5, very 
active, loves travel, outdoor life 
and much more. Seeks white 
guy 60-69 in Reading area. Text 
only Mailbox: 5312512 
EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
RITA, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, shes very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422403$ 
FELICITY, well educated, 
sophisticated lady, 38yrs, 
unhappily married and looking 
for a distraction with a man 30+, 
must be discreet. Text Only 
Box:4023417 

MARIA 57, likes gym, outdoors, 
wildlife, seeking nice male for 
nights out, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417573$ 

BLACK professional female 
seeks professional/tall 

Lebanese or Egyptian or Indian 
(must be fair skinned man)... for 
marriage. Text only Mailbox: 
5373562 


outgoing professional female, 55. 
Enjoys keeping fit, socialising and 
travel, WLTM similar male for 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5453851 

WIDOW would like to meet a gent 
64-74yrs with a good sense of 
humour, I love dancing, cinema, 
theatre, pub lunches, all the normal 
things. There must be someone out 
there and I live in Surrey. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418727 
50YRS, old attractive lady. Sheila, 
caring honest, seeks discreet gent. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:422469 $ 

FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 

YOUNG at heart lady, 60s, 
genuine, seeks warm, down-to- 
earth gentleman, similar age, for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 420773 $ 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind and 
caring, hoping to meet a kind gent 
for friendship, possibly more. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422339 $ 

LAURA, single mum, 29yrs, blue , 
eyed blonde, fair skinned, pretty. 
Lonely and seeking adult compa¬ 
ny when the kids are in bed! ACA. 
Text Only Box: 4161735 
BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will do 
anything to make you happy. Just 
give her a call today. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422411 $ 

EARLY 70s, young at heart widow, 
likes dancing, eating out and in, 
pub lunches, theater and cinema, 
keep fit, the sun, WLTM gent 65- 
75, with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421761 $ 


j-uariDDean 


retired nurse, late 60s, seeking 
similar aged gentleman, n/s, 
someone who is kind and honest, 
looking for friendship. Croydon 
area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 420183 $ 

GEORGE you left Carole a 
message but I did not get your 
phone number, please call again. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

380942 

KAY, young 66, widow, slim, 
blonde, 5'5, GSOH. Very active, 
loves travel, outdoor life and loads 
more looking for white male. Text 
only to mailbox no: 5312512 
DAISY 50, WLTM nice guy 45-59 
for discreet friendship maybe more. 

Likes going for a drink, rock music 
and holidays. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5082641 

CAROLE 52, long chestnut hair, KAY 66 widow, slim, blonde 5'5. 
attractive, 5ft 4ins, medium build, fun loving, loves travel, out door life 
likes travel, animals, countryside, and much more. Seeks similar man 
seeks Scottish male, under 57 with aged 59-69 for friendship, maybe 
hair. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
No:380448 5312512 

Men Seeking 


outings, dinners and similar. Must 
be 55-65 genuine, educated and 

fun Text only to Mailbox no: 
5068020 

ANDREA pre-op transsexual, 56 
years old, blonde hair blue eyes, 
likes cosy nights in, pubs meals 
out, long walks looking for a nice 
man. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5310019 

MARINA cuddly blonde, blue eyes, 
kind, caring, loyal, down to earth, 
lonely girl. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414627$ 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 


5ft 9ins, medium ^ 
build, considered 
attractive, N/S, lives 
London, loves 

Eastbourne, looking for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 404739 
SLIM Jamaican male, 68, n/s, 
likes walking, theatre, cinema 
and holidays, seeks slim to 
medium build West Indian lady, 76YR 
65-68, n/s, for relationship. Tel old 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422629 

WELL travelled, tall, fit widower ex 
in his 70's living in mid Sussex, mi,lt ary/air 
seeks a lively widow for outings, 
stimulating conversation. Text 
only Mailbox: 5473939 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIREDJJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



SENDING A TEXT! 


TEXT 


MATCH TO 89990 


before cofSddeBlscennEx-,..^ 
to ty rote-vise users Nc moires can bi 
auce donotgnw persons) Seise to 


Customer support 
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


SLIM blonde lady, very young 66, 
active, fun loving, many interests, 
seeks unattached white guy, 60-68, 
Reading area. Text only to 
mailbox: 5312512 
FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, sizet^ 

blonde, bubbly, GSOH, warm, 
loving, kind and caring, loves 
music, animals, seaside, looking 
for that special someone. Text 
only Mailbox: 4715158 
YOUNG 56 year old lady, gosh, 
5ft5, larger lady, affectionate, likes 
eating out, films, music, socialising, 
looking for a relationship with a 
genuine, honest, loving, romantic 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 421363 $ 

ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
SUSAN 44, blonde hair, well 
educated, professional, GSOH, 
likes music, travel, seeking male 
for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 414069| 


PENSIONER widower with car 
seeks sequence ballroom dancer 
who is good with naughty boys. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418113 

HARRY, 56, attractive guy, 
divorced, looking for an attractive 
female for meet ups and erotic, 
sensual, no strings fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423159 $ 
EASY going male 56, athletic build 
looking for a lady for fun times and 
leisure activities. Any age. I'm in 
Worthing. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 

FUN loving, discreet man, looking 
for NSA friendship and fun with a 
very open minded lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423191 $ 
COUNTRY gent, 50, seeks open 
minded lady, for fun and friendship, 
possibly more, by impulsive 
romantic, dining out and in, and 
sexy fun too. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423127$ 

TALL, fit, hunky guy, early 50s, 
Basingstoke, would like some 
female company, to enjoy hot 
summer days and cold winter 
evenings with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423149$ 
WALLACE, 60, 5ft3, seeking a 
genuine petite lady, 57-67, likes 
holidays in Spain, looking for a LTR 
for love and much more, Surrey, no 
time wasters. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 423313$ 

BEN, kind caring gent, 37yrs, very 
tall and well built with curly black 
hair. Own home, good job, just 
missing a special lady. Text Only 
Box:4158248 


mydateM] 


JOHN, Sussex gentleman, 6ft, very 
tactile, seeks lady, 30-60, for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422903 $ 

OLD pensioner/widower, with car, 
seeks female for adult fun and role- 
play, I also dance, sing and swim. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421139$ 

MATURE male, married, looking 
for adult daytime fun with a lady, 
any status/age/nationality, give me 
a call letls have some fun! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423077 $ 
CLIFF young 50s, working nights, 
has plenty free time in day, looking 
to meet lady for fun, maybe more. 
Age 30-55. Text only Mailbox: 
5495780 

BEN, 48, musician, nice looking, fit, 
5ft10, intelligent, caring, charming, 
clean-cut image, seeks lady any 
age/looks who requires daytime, 
discreet, very passionate fun 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421399 

PAUL 51 genuine WLTM female 
25-45 for friendship and fun, 
maybe more. Text only Mailbox: 
5447746 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


PASSIONATE male missing 
female companionship, would 
you like to join me in discreet fun 
and adult humour? Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 406611 
PAUL 51, likes meals out, music, 
weekends away, seeking female 
to share fun times with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413479 
ALAN, 56, single, from Brighton, 
looking for a lady, 50-59, whols 
nice and easy to get along with, 
and would be interested in going 
out for a drink and a meal and a 
chat then give me a call! Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

421955$ 

MALE, 42, fit, active, stocky, 
seeks larger lady, 40-50ish, for 
NSA fun, Sussex area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 422481 
PAUL 46, 5ft 8ins, 14st, hazel 
eyes, brown hair, likes meals out, 
cinema, holidays, seeks Miss 
Right/soul mate, friend and lover, 
30-55. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 379206 
MATURE male seeks female, 
any age/status not important for 
casual fun. Nice flat, nice car. 
Witney. Text only Mailbox: 
5467178 

48YR old male, seeks female, 
30-60 who enjoys the good 
things, meals out, cinema, 
theatre, music, holidays, 
weekends away etc. East 
Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 386756 
JACK, 55, good looking, fit and in 
shape WLTM broadminded lady, 
any age for social and relaxation 
interludes. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 



lines, 
likes 

boating, motor 
cycling, seeks Tinkerbelle 
to make me laugh again. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No 
409201 $ 

MALE, 47, tall, dark hair, blue 
eyes, separated, have grown up 
teenagers, lives alone, works full 
time, looking for that special 
someone that will lead to a LTR 
and hopefully more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 421943 
MALE, 47, tall, dark hair, blue 
eyes, looking for female, 39-51, 
with very GSOH, loyal, honest, 
caring, single mum welcome, for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422315$ 

THOMAS athletic, easygoing, 
likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
nights out, seeks female, 40-55. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388192 

OUTGOING friendly guy seeks 
similar female to share good 
times with. Text only Mailbox: 
4915263 


LADY, 

70+ 
sought 

caring and 

affectionate 70 year 
old male, for long term, 
intimate relationship, 

initially daytimes only, larger 
lady very welcome. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421995$ 


Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 



WIDOWER with car, seeks female 
ballroom/sequence dancer. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 418377 $ 
HOVE pensioner, widower, with a 
car, seeks dominant female for 
adult, naughty fun, age and looks 
not important. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 419479 
MARK, 50, handsome, great 
physique, 5ft10, seeking a lady, 50- 
75, for morning or afternoon fun, 
chats and fantastic passion. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422945 $ 


PAUL, 53, business man, 
genuine, likes eating out, films, 
music, holidays and having fun, 
WLTM a similar loving, caring 
female, age and looks 
unimportant, for relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422521 $ 

MALE 48, own business, 
average looks, medium build and 
looking for love. Must like the 
good things in life, 30-55yrs. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390746 


•EG send WINK 123456 to 8009B 

80096 <.<«> 11 toper mrasge To STOP tett 
slop to 60096. Sendee pnxlded by JMedioUK 
IM.SW4 78X NndHriprtdKUOTUOriX) 

HOWARD, works full time as a 
psychic, lives in Hastings, looking 
for a likeminded female Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422255 $ 

JACK 55, slim, athletic, clean, 
intelligent, WLTM female 35 to 55 
for relaxing and stress free 
interludes WORTHING area text 
only. Text only Mailbox: 
5458706 

HELLO I'm Tom, 33, decent 
looking, fit, into the gym and 
running, loves animals, get in 
touch and leave me a message! 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422065 $ 

49YR old male, interesting, 
exciting, outgoing, seeking 
similar aged female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

417825$ 


Bl male, seeking to meet pre op 
TS or TV, for no stings attached, 
local fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422647 $ 

Bl guy WLTM similar bi or gay guy, 
18-30. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421283 

ALERIE cuddly blonde, late 50's, 
5ft 1 ins, seeks bi lady of similar 
age for friendship and fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410203 
60S bi male, WLTM similar guys 
for fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 423273 $ 

MALE, 68yrs, 5ft 4ins looking for 
genuine gay male, similar height 
and size. Text only Mailbox: 
4859409 

MATURE bi male seeks similar for 
fun and friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 4641909 

Friends 

SARAH 35, bi, seeking that special 
someone, male/female, 30-45. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413123$ 



Follow us 
on ] 
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CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 08/08/16 
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Inspiring those over 50 to live life to the full with an active mind and body 
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To be part of the South East’s largest emporium and pitch enquiries phone 01303 487 124 
Petticoat Lane Emporium, 47 Dumpton Park Drive, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8AD 

Tel: 01843 599005 | petticoatemporium@hotmail.com | www.petticoatemporium.com co 
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Aga authorised showroom 


Hearth & Home 

Woodstoves • Fireplaces • Interiors • AGA • Gas Fires 
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As Featured on BBC’s Antique Road Trip Celebrity Version” 

HAVE YOU DISCOVERED THE 
WONDERS OF PETTICOAT LANE? 

A vintage and handmade heaven in Kent... 

Kent’s Biggest & Best Emporium with over 200 Independent Purveyors of 
Vintage* Retro* Antique* Curios. 


PETTICOAT Lane Emporium in 
Ramsgate is, at 15,000 square feet, 
the South East’s largest and newest 
indoor shopping extravaganza of it’s 
type. The proprietors Richard Tozer 
and Kevin Shaw have taken this 
former roller-skating rink in Ramsgate 
and launched an Aladdin’s Cave of 
wonders. With vintage, retro, craft, art 
and antique merchandise, including 
an independent shop, Retropolis 
Curiosities, it is the ideal place to find 
that elusive exclusive and unique 
present! 


The concept of Petticoat Lane 
Emporium is to provide a pleasant [ 
environment where shoppers 
can browse the 200 independent 
stalls & cabinets, catch up with 
friends and share a pleasant pot 
of tea and a bite to eat in the 
vintage themed Baker Street Tea 
Room. The Emporium caters for all 
shoppers needs with disabled access 
and on site rest rooms, dogs are even 
welcome. Pop along and we are sure 
you won’t be disappointed! 


How to look good 
and feel fabulous 

There are more ways than ever to keep fit 
whatever your age and whatever your condition 

H ITTING the big 5-0 no longer seen as reaching 
the end of your youthful years. In fact, today, 
there are people comfortably in their eighties 
running marathons and making valuable con¬ 
tributions to their local communities. 

But ensuring you make the most out of the years lead¬ 
ing up to and during retirement still need you to be proac¬ 
tive. And at the heart of every study is a need to keep an 
active mind and body. 

Inside, we don’t intend to preach or convince; simply to 
suggest some positive steps which could make all the dif¬ 
ference to your happiness levels. And if you’re 50-plus 
then rest assured you’re in good company. This year saw 
actress Helena Bonham-Carter, left, reach the half cen¬ 
tury mark. The latest member of an awe-inspiring club. 


Get creative 
and keep an 
active mind 

Check out our 
hobby list 


31 Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RX 
01227 780267 I sales@hearth.uk.com | www.hearth.uk.com 
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50 NOT OUT 


Are hobbies 


K EEPING the mind and 

body active is universally 
acknowledged as the key 
to a long and healthy life. 
And although getting 
older brings with it plenty of 
challenges, so too opportunities to 
develop new skills you’ve always 
wanted to have or to revive. 


What’s more, by following up on 
your creative urges and taking up a 
hobby, the chances are it will mean 
you’re up and moving and interact¬ 
ing with more people too. 

Not sure what would be the perfect 
option for you? Emily King looks at 
10 hobbies that could put life into 
your days and days onto your life. 


1. ART 

WHETHER you’re a beginner or 
a pro, art classes allow you to 
discover and nurture your cre¬ 
ative flare, and they come in a 
variety of forms. 

The Kent Adult Education 
Centre in Tunbridge Wells 
offers all classes from sketch¬ 
ing to watercolour painting, 
and prices start from f 1 for 
taster sessions, and £5 per 
session following. Alternative¬ 
ly, if you’re looking for a 
unique painting experience, 
you can try pottery painting at 
This Art of Mine in Maidstone. 
Prices range rom £12 to £50 
depending on the pottery you 
are painting. Who knows, 
maybe you’ll be a dab-hand at 
painting? 



key to success? 

2. BAKING 


They say that baking can be 
theraputic, as long as you set a 
timer. 

Dubbed “Kent’s largest cake 
school” is the Annabelle Jane 
Cake School in Maidstone. It 
offers not only a two week 


‘back to basics’ course 
(£79.99), but for the confec¬ 
tioners among us there are 
introductions to animal 
modelling, sugar flower 
techniques, and even a wed¬ 
ding cake course. Or perhaps 


you just want to use baking as 
a means to spend some quality 
time with your granchildren; 
for this there’s a cupcake 
making course aimed at adult 
and child pairs. Let your inner 
baker out. 




putting in your day and days o jv your lift 


S LEISURE CENTALS IN CANlTflBUStY, WHHSTABLE & HERNE BAT 

Offering 5 Gymi, ft Puli, SGrdup Ewrtiw Studies, -i Sports Hi!h. 

I ti 1 1 , : Over JEXJ fin Lib tic. fllheui ElUbri ifl-d much more 1 


THE GENTLE GYM 


Th* Gentle Gym il designed to make eiamne » comiortuble jr-d enjoyable 
e^eHanc* la imptovr llerribihLy, oma^e ur*ngth and mobility fegaidtesi of eg# 
end Ihlbty, fc'i ripeciiEly htneftoal for anybody wflh arthritis, ouecporo&li 
hbromyilgla. M3 f PafTinaoji'i 0* recovery from a tall Injury or * hrp at im«* 
operation Qualified Eftirirlwi fifth will fotH* cm prpvidi^ you yflth 40 

OiFiCLW program me IhaE will gently introduce yOU 10 an arttu* llloiTySe Ed 
impnove genial filncsi and quality of life. 


EXERCISE REFERRAL AT ACTIVE LIFE 


I rare lie tarftffal <i Available ref T*fEM&d fey IbK-rfiP or Hcftllti Pi’fllaiiAnfif 

Ttrtre aft a lartga of Atrivr a id Aqua «1 Life adJViUei atrailbbie Datr* wimi-ft th* 
CtfrnJ lip- Gym and I ha iLcCftf* LlF* Deotre* 

A icttwitag »uinn«rit li rtqulrid before any Active 4 Hie op Aqua 4 Ufa cliss, 

Please tall 0 J 227 264444 for more information on the 
Exercise Referral scheme and 10 see If you are eligible. 


fl activellfetem Q pActfv#tifeLtd www.acti wJlfeltd. co. uk 
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2 Hour River Cruise 

tiC&flSed bar, commentary & rtoshmoms 

2 hour afternoon cruise with 

a Fish & Chip lunch during October 

Maid stone to AJIington to East Farteigh 
and returning back to Maidstone 

£18 per person 


Check out our website at 

w w w.kentiski lady.co.u k 

or phone 01522 753740 
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50 NOT OUT 


3. GARDENING 


4. COOKING 


When you hit 50 your appreciation for 
the natural world intensifies and with 
retirement, the opportunity to sculpt 
that which surrounds you. 

So gardening could be just for you. 

If you want to partake in some social 
gardening, a club like the Strood 
Gardening Club is beneficial as they now 
have over 80 members and meet regu¬ 
larly. The vegetable and fruit gardening 
made easy course at the Adult Education 
Centre is for people who have always 
loved the idea of growing their own fruit 
and vegetables but haven’t the slightest 
clue where to start. I mean, who needs 
supermarkets when you can grow your 
own fruit and veg? 



5. LANGUAGES 


Maybe you learnt a 
language in your youth 
and want to brush up, or 
you’re going on holiday, or 
you just want to feel more 
cultured; language 
courses are available 
here, there, and every¬ 
where. 

Hablemos Spanish 
Language School in 
Canterbury runs Spanish 
lessons for basic to upper 
intermediate level at 
£7.50 per hour for 14 


weeks, and encourages 
attendees to learn 
speaking, listening and 
writing in the language. 

If you want to try a 
language completely new 
to English, you could 
learn Mandarin at the 
Tonbridge Adult Educa¬ 
tion Centre. Apparently 
the course covers “brief 
outlines on cuisine, 
weather or traditions 
according to the needs of 
the group”. 


Milo 1 nerh^Ka. 

tejr hello! 


:ii|0 bonjoiir! I 



The way to many people’s 
heart is through their 
stomach, so why not take 
up cooking or improve 
upon the skills you already 
have? 

The Kent Cookery School 
in Ashford offers cooking 
courses in everything from 
bread making, and barbe- 
quing to Indian, Asian, and 
street food cuisines. There 
are courses to suit any and 
all of your cooking desires 
with prices starting from 
around £65. Or if you’re 
based near Tunbridge Wells 
there’s the Rosemary 
Shrager Cookery School 
aimed at all abilities, prices 
start from around £75. 



6. COMPUTING 


Want to keep up with the 
technology savvy younger 
generations? 

Age UK in Sevenoaks and 
Tonbridge run computer 
training courses aimed at 
helping you keep in contact 
with your children and 
grandchildren because, let’s 
be honest, technology is 


going to be the easiest form 
of contact you have with 
them nowadays. And on the 
plus side it means when they 
tell you to “google it” you 
definitely can. Skills Plus 
Centres throughout the 
Kent area also offer basic IT 
skills depending of the 
needs of the students. 




Featuring: 

6 Berth, 6 Belts 

Large Garage - Under 7 Metres 
Cab Air Conditioning 
Cruise Control 


Solar Panel 


Bike Rack 


Reversing Camera 
18” TV 


Status TV Aerial 


Sunblind 


Low deposit - competitive finance available 
Ask about PCP Finance 
5 year Extreme Protection Warranty plus 
10 year Body Integrity Warranty 


See the Ztiiro 690G only at 
JC LEISURE, Strand Garage. Winchclicj, East Suwe*. TN36 4JT 

Tel: 01797 227317 

sales@jcleisure.co.uk * www.jcfeisure.co.uk 


2017 Ford Transit Euro 6 


fTie Premier South last Roller Team Dealer 
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7. WINE CLUBS 

An unconventional hobby possi¬ 
bly, but that does not make it any 
less a hobby. 

Kent Wine Academy based in 
Ashford but with another venue in 
Tenterden, holds three courses: 

Fundamentals of wine, introduc¬ 
tion to wine, and the world of 
wine, and all courses are for wine 
enthusiasts who wish to know 
more about how wine is made, 
where exactly it comes from, and 
what to pair certain wines with. 

Of course it might be feasible to 
say that the real bonus here is that 
you get to taste the wines as you 
go along, 


9. BOOK CLUBS 

Reading keeps your Kent County 

brain ticking, keeps Council have a 

you entertained, and reading group direc¬ 
allows you some “me” tory, for anyboby 
time. But why not, looking to join a 

once a week, meet group, which lists 

with friends to discuss more than 10 groups 
your thoughts on the in the area. One 
book you’re reading? particular group that 

It turns the unsocial is welcoming everyone 
activity of reading is Ash Library Reading 

into a topic of conver- Group near Canter- 
sation and a means to bury. This group is 
meet up with compan- free to join, and meet 
ions. on Monday evenings. 




8. DANCING 


Like walking, there are 
many health benefits to 
dancing, only it’s a lot more 
fun. 

With Strictly judge Len 
Goodman originating from 
Dartford is it any wonder 
he opened a dance school 
there? The Goodman Dance 
Academy offers ballroom, 
Latin, freestyle, street and 
hip hop dance classes for 
all ages, as well as fitstep 
classes for those who want 
to use dance as their daily 
workout. Prices start at £5 
and the school offers 
classes from beginner to 
intermediate, 

Lessons could help you 
turn a hobby into a perfec¬ 
tion. 



70. WALKING 


Whether it’s in a bid to keep fit, clear 
your head, or socialise, walking is one 
of the most common and beneficial 
past-times. 

The Kent Ramblers are a walking 
group in Kent with 15 different groups 
in every part of Kent with the exception 
of Swale. Their walks vary depending 
on age and fitness levels but they do 
have something for everyone. It could 


possibly be one of the best 
benefits to living in the 
Garden of England - be¬ 
cause your choice of scenic 
routes are countless. If 
you’d prefer to walk alone, 
there’s also the scenic 
routes at attractions such 
as Bewl Water, Hever 
Castle, and Leeds Castle. 



It’s 2016, Lets Fly!! 



www.flights-with-rosie.co.uk 

07930 538 1 1 1 

rosie@flights-with-rosie.co.uk 



*Juwel ^ 
Aquarium ’ 
with Free 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 142 London Road I Teynham I ME9 9QN 

01795 520023 iwww.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 


quatic Centre 


Est£folishffil in 1999 we are 
mpiv extrffpely well known for 
our friendly yet professional 
pustomef^ervice and advice. 

We specialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish 
to fill your aquarjmn, as well 
as fishJanks to help you grow 
your collection. 


ONLY £595 


muiauiuy 


For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical 

• Coldwater • Ponds 

• Aquariums • Pond Plants 

• Glass Fibre Ponds I Pumps 

• Liners and much more 
Also now available 

• Chicken Coops 

• Rabbit/Guinea Pig 
Hutches & Runs 


All offers 
subject to 
availability 
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AT ROMNEY SANDS 4 STAR HOLIDAY PARK 


[71 Regular Owners Events 

[71 Friendly Owners 
Community 

[71 Entertainment Complex 

[71 Miniature Steam Railway 

[71 Heated Indoor 
Swimming Pools 


0 11 month season 

0 Golden Sandy Beaches 

0 Private Fishing Lake 

0 Part exchange welcome - 
we take statics, motorhomes and 
tourers, top prices paid. 

0 Dedicated Owners Team 
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It's never too late to get fitter 



W E ALL know that 
keeping fit is essen¬ 
tial as we get older. 
But the reality is 
that as our bodies 
start to ache, it is as much a case of 
mental strength as physical to get ac¬ 
tive. 

For so many, the prospect of 
exercise is a hurdle too far - even if, 
ultimately, it would actually help 
ease those aching joints and give you 
more get up and go. 

The good news, however, is that 
organisations are becoming only too 
aware of the arguments and are 
doing more and more to make it 
easier than ever to get into good 
routines. 

Because not only are their obvious 
health benefits but the social aspect 
of taking part in exercise can make a 
big difference too. 

“Staying active and socially 
connected beyond the age of 50 is 
essential for good health,” says 
Andrew Scott-Clark, Kent County 
Council’s director of public health. 

“It can help build strength, 
increase mobility and improve heart 
and lung health in a way that will 
reduce the risk of serious diseases 
like cancer, diabetes and heart 
disease. 

“It also gives people the chance to 


meet up and make new friends and 
reduce the mental health issues 
associated with social isolation.” 

Understandably, it might be a little 
intimidating joining a new fitness 
class but classes specifically for the 
over 50s are on the increase. 

Rosie Whitlock Bain, a personal 
trainer at Reynolds Fitness Group, 
which has spas in Bexley, Rainham 
and Sittingbourne, explains: “Once 
you reach over 50, or even 35, your 
metabolism decreases and it’s harder 
to lose weight as we retain more fat. 
Staying generally active is a good 
way to improve this. Obviously 
activity levels will depend on the 
individual but classes like Zumba 
gold use sliding instead of jumping to 
avoid impact on joints like knees and 
hips. 

“It is also great for social wellbe¬ 
ing, and many of our attendees are 
friends, we have a little community.” 

In Canterbury, Active Life, which 
runs the district’s main council- 
owned leisure centres, have taken 
active steps to make taking up 
regular exercise easier than ever 
before. 

It recently struck up a partnership 
with the Renaissance Fitness and 
Wellbeing Centre in Canterbury to 
create the Gentle Gym. Its aim is to 
provide a supportive environment for 


anyone who is relatively inactive or 
has mobility issues that prevent 
them from using Active Life’s 
traditional gyms. 

The Gentle Gym offers a full body 
motor-assisted circuit where the 


equipment shares the workload, 
adjusting to individual strength and 
mobility. It’s particularly beneficial 
to those recovering from joint 
replacements, strokes, falls, sports 
injuries and conditions such as 


arthritis, MS and Parkinson’s. 

“I would recommend that older 
adults partake in 150 minutes of 
moderate activity per week, so a 
great goal to aim for is 30 minutes, 
five days a week. Even if this is just so 



S HEARBARN 

HOLIDAY PARK 


HASTINGS 

HIDDEN GEM 


A superb sea view location for your perfect holiday home. 
Shearbarn offers an exclusive holiday home environment, 
set in the hills above the historic town of Hastings, 
combined with outstanding facilities to create the perfect 
getaway. 

We are delighted to be able to offer pitches on our new exclusive Lakeside 
Development, unspoilt views to the ocean with our own private fishing lake 
beside you. 

You are now able to reserve your perfect location whilst you decide on your 
new Luxury Lodge. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park have teamed up with some of the Leading 
manufacturers based on Luxury, Build Quality and Value for Money. We have 
breath taking Lodges available from, Omar, Wessex, Prestige, Homeseeker 
and Pemberton all built to Residential Specification to enjoy during the colder 
months also. 

Plus in the facilities you can swim in our heated indoor pool, or work out in 
our gym, meet up with friends in our relaxing bar and restaurant, even go for 
a stroll within the Hastings Country Park, we are pet friendly also, after all 
they are part of the family. 


• 46 weeks Owner season • Private parking bay with each 
Lodge • A beautiful home from home experience 
• Private Fishing Lake • On Park Bakery 
• Convenience Store 


A unique combination of landscapes, from the rural with the 660 acre 
Hastings Country Park and lake that is literally on your doorstep, to the 
coastal, with three miles of unspoiled beach at Hastings offering the perfect 
environment to make the most of your precious leisure time. 

Shearbarn Holiday Park, Barley Lane, Hastings, TN35 5DX 
We are 1 hour from London, 35 mins from M25, 10 mins from A21. 
Tel: 01424 423 583 www.shearbarnholidaypark.co.uk 
Email: holidayhomeownership@shearbarn.co.uk 


Rosemary Nurseries 

c'ssv, Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

• Blossom and Fruiting Trees 

• New Seasons Shrubs • Roses 

• Groundcover and Cottage Garden Plants 
• Alstroemeria • Hydrangeas • Osteospurmum 

■S AI F, of SUMMER COT OUR 

Pack of 4 large Geraniums £1.50 per tray 

5 packs £6.00 - Red - Coral - Pink - White Star 

Pack of 4 Bullseye Mixed Geraniums 
£2.00 per tray - 5 packs £7.00 

6 Pack New Guinea Bizzie Lizzie £2.00 per tray 

Trailing Plants for Tubs and Baskets 
inc. Double Begonias £1.00 each 

General bedding £1.00 per pack of 6 

Opening hours 
Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 
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ACTIVE: More gyms and leisure facilities are providing specialist classes for those aged over 50 - giving you the chance to tone up and keep the blood pumping 


you can keep up with your grandchildren,” 
says Christina McEwan, duty manager at 
Renaissance. 

Alternatively, the NHS Kent Health and 
Wellbeing Service offer daily activities, such as 
health walks, or Nordic walking, perhaps for 
those who feel like it’s too late to start when 
really it isn’t. 

Rosie Hall, 59, from Bapchild enjoys a health 
walk with the NHS at least three times a week: 
“My favourite health walk is the one at Lower 
Halstow which is a six mile intense walk. My 


weekly programme is Monday, six mile walk, 
Tuesday, gym, Wednesday, five mile walk, 
Thurdsday, gym, Friday, eight mile walk. Then 
at the weekends I do plenty of gardening. I’ve 
lost four stone and my BMI is down from 36 to 
28. My cholesterol and blood pressure have 
both come right down too.” 

Situated in Margate is the Blue Wave 
Hydrotheraphy Pool and Gym, and Peter 
Wingrove, 57, attends the centre as part of the 
NHS exercise referral scheme. He says: “I do 
some gentle exercise in the gym two or three 


times a week and then I relax and swim in the 
hydrotheraphy pool for half an hour. The 
warm water eases my chronic back pain and I 
feel so much better for it.” 

Perhaps the most important lesson to learn, 
however, is simply that it is never too late to 
getting more active. And if in any doubt, simply 
ask those who have already taken the step 
about how much better they feel. 

If you cannot bear the thought of heading to 
a gym or sports centre, then simply get up and 
out. Walk the dog, walk a little further every 


time you head to the shops, just get in the habit 
of doing something to get the blood pumping 
and your muscles moving. 

Increasingly, there are more and more 
‘outdoor’ gyms springing up - pieces of sturdy 
exercise equipment in public parks which are 
free to use and may be the perfect way to 
incorporate into your lifestyle. 

Now is the time to get up and go. Join a class 
or a group and just have some fun with your 
exercise while maintaining that healthy 
lifestyle we’ve all been advised to work hard for. 


$m 




was missing someih'tng... 


The New 

Tooth «i 


C O M P A 



...uniil He new iooH company gave me 
my Smile and confidence back 

w . 7/7 i - 4 

If you have missing teeth or have embarrassing loose dentures ring us to book a FREE consultation 
and find out how we can bring your smile back using fixed teeth on dental implants. 


thenewtooth.co/smile 01622 630700 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS@FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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Thousands set to flock to Herne Bay for event with ever growing reputation 


F OR years it has lived in the 
shadow of its near neigh¬ 
bours Whitstable and its 
annual oyster festival 
knees-up. But Herne Bay is 
proving that those visitors should 
all be flocking back for more fun on 
the north Kent coast. 

Running from August 20-28, the 
nine-day programme includes 80 
free events, plus a selection of 
ticketed attractions, and aims to 
show-off community and arts 
events including workshops and 
talent contests for all ages. 

And while the theme is always to 
celebrate the town, past and 
present, this year there will be a 
little South American spice in the 
blend as it looks to mark the 
Olympic Games taking place in 
Brazil. 

Which means you can expect a 
little carnival flare during the 


event. 

The festival will kick off with the 
Beside the Seaside family fun-day 
on August 20 starting at 10.30am. 
The fun-day will consist of a Punch 
and Judy performance, children’s 
entertainers, face-painting, 
playground games, live music, plus 
a ‘glamorous grandma’ competi¬ 
tion, and Baz and Dave - a Chas 
and Dave tribute band. 

Organised for the third year by 
London-based events management 
firm Continental Drifts - best 
known for its work with major 
festivals such as the Isle of Wight’s 
Bestival and London’s Lovebox - 
the Brazilian vibe will be chan¬ 
nelled through a Rio carnival 
lantern parade. 

It will take place on the night of 
the opening day, Saturday, August 
20. Lantern making workshops for 
youngsters keen to take part will 


be running on August 15,16 and 
18. However, places are limited and 
online booking is essential. 

New to the festival this year is the 
Supercalifragilisticexplialidocious 
Fundraiser taking place on August 
28 in Memorial Park which aims to 
raise money for a new community 
project. 

Event manager for the festival, 
Mandy Janes, added: “I’d recom¬ 
mend families attend Herne Bay 
Live for amazing dance workshops, 
Heme Bay’s Got Talent, Music 
Mayhem, and the stunning 
fireworks display finale. There 
really is something for everyone.” 

Herne Bay Live was the festival’s 
most popular event last year with 
over 3,500 visitors and claims that 
it looks, so far, like it’s set to be just 
as popular this year. 

Herne Bay Rocks, which is run 
by local musician and resident, 


David Shepherd, also takes place 
throughout the festival. The 
competition decides which acts will 
play alongside the local headliner 
Coco at Heme Bay Live. 

Heats for Heme Bay Rocks will 
start on August 19 and carry on 
throughout the week at local pubs 
and venues before the final of the 
competition on August 26 at the 
Kings Hall. 

Added Mandy Janes: “We want 
to have yet another fabulous 
community event. Herne Bay is an 
extremely creative community 
with such a lot to offer which we 
think is showcased perfectly 
through the diverse and exciting 
programme of events.” 

The festival’s finale will take 
place on Neptunes’ Arm beach at 
9pm on August 28. For full details 
and event timings, see www. 
hernebayfestival.co.uk. 


SPECTACULAR: Fireworks on Neptunes’ Arm beach is the traditional fitting finale to the nine-day festival 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

®ABTA 

Travd with co*if ktortc* 







Seafront hotel 


PS Waverley Isle of Wight Cruise 
& Sparkling SpinnakerTower 

Self-Drive 

16 September, 2016 • Quote: WI9-K0S 

Join us on the world's last sea-going paddle steamer - The PS Waverley - as she 
cruises The Solent from Portsmouth to the Isle of Wight. The cruise embarks at 
Portsmouth's Wightlink Terminal, close to our central Portsmouth hotel, and 
sails to Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, where you can disembark and explore at your 
leisure or stay aboard and cruise round the island. The village of Yarmouth has 
a number of pubs and restaurants to obtain lunch and there are refreshment 
facilities on board the Waverley. You will also have entry to the Spinnaker 
Tower where you can enjoy great views of Portsmouth and The Solent with a 
small bottle of Prosecco. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights 3-star accommodation in central Portsmouth • 2 breakfasts 
and 2 dinners • PS Waverley cruise Portsmouth to Yarmouth (1 and a half hour 
cruise each way) or round Isle of Wight and return (approx 7 hours) • Admission to 
SpinnakerTower with small bottle of Prosecco 


Spring Back to the 60s 

Party - Pontins Pakefield 
Suffolk Coast - Self-Drive 

Friday, 10 March, 2017 - Quote: PP3-K0S 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Spring Party - for over 40s 
only - to blow away the winter cobwebs. We've lined up entertainment featuring 
Marty Wilde and the Wildcats, Cupids Inspiration, Glenn Darren and the Krewcats, 
Dave Berry PLUS The Cilia Show. Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday 
evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks and mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free Parking 


Join us for a ride on Brighton's exciting new attraction, the British Airways 
i360. At 162 metres high and with an observation pod rising to 138 metres 
(450 feet), it is the world's first vertical cable car and the world's highest 
moving observation tower - offering a new perspective on the fun loving 
seaside city of Brighton. Developed by the team that created the London Eye, 
i360 is situated on Brighton Promenade at the site of the historic West Pier. Its 
aerodynamically shaped futuristic glass viewing pod has space for 200 visitors 
at a time to ride sky high and enjoy breathtaking 360 degree views of 
Brighton and the South Coast. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights at the Holiday Inn Hotel on Brighton Seafront • 2 breakfasts 
and 2 dinners • Sparkling wine flight on the Brighton i360 & entrance to The Royal 
Pavilion 


Ferrari & Lamborghini - Live 
the Dream in Maranello 


Escorted Holiday by Air 

21 Oct, 2016 & 10 Mar, 2017 • Quote: FL-KOS 


Come with us to Maranello and Modena in Northern Italy - home to legendary 
Ferrari and Lamborghini sports cars. Our four-day break takes in all the sights 
of Maranello including The Ferrari Museum and the Fiorano Test Track. We 
will also visit the Enzo Ferrari and Lamborghini Museums in Modena. No trip 
to Maranello would be complete without taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test 
drives are possible with a host of models to choose from. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • 3 nights B&B sharing a twin/double 
room at the 4-star Maranello Village Hotel plus 1 dinner • Admissions to: The 
Ferrari Museum,The Enzo Ferrari Museum PLUS guided bus tour inside the Fiorino 
test-track proving grounds and Viale Enzo Ferrari and The Lamborghini Museums 
• Return Easyjet flights London Gatwick to Bologna - hand luggage included • All 
transfers abroad 


Brighton's i360 experience 
& Royal Pavilion 

Self-Drive 

21 & 28 September, 2016 • Quote: BR9-KOS 
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Russell Kane's Right Man, Wrong 
Age tour announces more dates 


Get set for hop festival fun 


The annual Faversham Hop 
Festival will celebrate its 27th 
anniversary on September 3-4. 

The two-day event will 
include live music, food, ale and 
beer stalls, accompanied by a kids 
entertainment, and a fun fair. 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


FUNNY: Russell Kane’s tour first hits Kent on September 17 


C OMEDIAN Russell Kane 
has announced his 
autumn tour dates, 
three nights of which 
are in Kent. 

The Right Man, Wrong Age 
tour is heading to The Assembly 
Hall, Tunbridge Wells on Septem¬ 
ber 17, The Woodville, Gravesend 
on November 27, and Theatre 
Royal, Margate on November 30. 

After his sold-out spring tour 
Kane will be letting loose another 
round of performances about 
“growing up, growing down, and 
why farts will always be funny”. 

His latest tour details his 
journey through fatherhood so 
far, and the different approaches 
he and his wife have towards 
parenting. 

The Guardian’s review claims 
the show paints “an entertaining 
picture of a couple with comple¬ 
mentary energies.” And that “it 
succeeds cheerfully in proving 
that, for Kane, acting one’s age 
and being funny needn’t be 
mutually exclusive.” 

Furthermore The Times gave 
the comedy act four stars and 


dubbed it as; “An evening-long fix 
of stand-up espresso... one of the 
quickest, most stimulating 
stand-ups in all the land.” 

The comedian who started his 
career in 2004, hit success after 
winning the main prize at the 
Edinburgh Comedy Awards at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 2010. 

Kane is now best-known for his 
comedic presence courtesy of 
frequent appearences on various 


TV shows as well as his stand-up. 

He is the host of BBC3’s Live At 
The Electric, he regularly appears 
on BBCl’s Live At The Apollo, as 
well as BBC3’s Unzipped, and 
ITV2’s Celebrity Juice, and I’m A 
Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here! Now! 

Furthermore, Kane has released 
two DVDs: Smokescreens and 
Castles, and Russell Kane Live, 
and is the new host of new BBC3 
series Stupid Man, Smart Phone 


which is currently available on 
BBC iPlayer. 

Tickets for this tour are 
available from £17 to £19 via 
Tickemaster or book through the 
venues: Tunbridge Wells, visit: 
theassemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or 
phone: 01892 530 613; Gravesend, 
visit: woodville.co.uk or phone: 
08442 439 480; Margate, visit: 
theatreroyalmargate.com or 
phone: 01843 292 795. 



Pasquale's theatre date 


COMEDIAN Joe Pasquale, star of the Royal 
Variety Show, and king of the ITV jungle, is 
back at Theatre Royal Margate on August 30. 

He will be discussing all things silly and 
apparently attempting to open your third eye 
with his bunion. Tickets are available from £14 
to £17.50 depending on the stage view. 


Put kettle on for charity 


MACMILLAN is hoping to hold 
the world’s biggest coffee 
morning by inviting fundraisers 
to host an event in their area on 
August 30. 

To buy coffee morning supplies 
visit coffee.macmillan.org.uk 



Beer test and live music 

THE Plough Inn, Faversham, is having a beer 
and music featival on the last bank holiday 
weekend of this summer, August 27-29. 

With promised beer, cider and cocktails 
throughout, everyone can enjoy the village fete 
outside the pub from 2pm followed by local live 
music acts from 2.30pm onwards. 



Your wedding day at 


g Oakwood House 




A grand Victorian mansion set in private tree lined gardens offering experienced staff, elegant rooms, 
exquisite menus and guest accommodation 

Oakwood House is simply the ideal venue for your wedding. 


• A dedicated team of Wedding Coordinators to help you 
plan your dream day 

• Inclusive Wedding Packages to ease your planning 

• Ceremony and reception suites available for intimate and 
large parties of up to 230 guests 

...for weddings as individual as you 


Fresh local produce, fine wines and full bar facilities 
40 stylish and contemporary bedrooms are available for 
you and your guests 

Stunning gardens with fantastic photographic 
opportunities 


Prime dates for 2016 still available with fantastic Late Availability Discounts and Packages on offer. 
Enquire now or visit us to find out more 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
t: 01622 620720 e: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk w: oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 
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May the force be with you 

STORMTRO OPERS will take 
the Horsebridge Centre, 

Whitstable by force on August 
17 for a showing of Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens. 

For details visit: www. 
horsebridge-centre.org.uk 



Blow Monkeys are back 

THE reformed 1980s band, The Blow Monkeys, 
are coming to the Duke of Cumberland, Whitstable 
on August 26. 

The band will perform original hits, as well 
as new songs from their album If Not Now, When? 

To book visit: thedukeinwhitstable.co.uk or 
ring: 0122 728 0617 


Macbeth tickets on sale 


NEW theatre group The 
Company, are putting on a 
show of Macbeth at the Theatre 
Royal, Margate in February 2017. 

Tickets went on sale August 
12, and can be purchased from 
threatreroy almargate. com 



A night with boxing royalty 

BOXING legend Frank Bruno is set to make a 
one-off appearance at the Stag Theatre in 
Sevenoaks on September 3. 

The former heavyweight champion will 
discuss his career, and the times he came face 
to face with Mike Tyson and Joe Bugner. 

Tickets available: www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk. 


First acts confirmed to 
hit In The Woods stage 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


O RGANISERS of the 
award-winning inde¬ 
pendent music festival In 
The Woods have this 
week unveiled the first 
acts on its eagerly anticipated line-up. 

But the location of the event - all 
we know for sure is that it will be 
somewhere in Kent - remains a 
closely guarded secret, with those 
buying tickets only being told 
where they will be spending the 
weekend, the day before. 

Marking its 10th anniversary 
this year, the event was declared 
best independent festival at the 
2013 AIM awards and is heading 
up by Charlie Andrew, who won 
the best producer gong at this 
year’s Brit Awards and has worked 
with the likes of Alt-J and Madness. 

Among those acts confirmed for 
this week are multi-instrumental¬ 
ist Dreller and singer-songwriter 
Will Joseph Cook from Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Also on the line-up will be Bad 
Sounds, Jennifer Evans and Sev- 
daliza. Further acts will be con¬ 
firmed over the coming weeks. 


Explains Mr Andrew: “Generally 
festival organisers don’t have the time or 
means to watch every artist prior to mak¬ 
ing a booking. 

“But that’s precisely what we do. 
And that’s why we consistently 
find the best new artists before 
anyone else.” 

Previous artists to have performed 
at In The Woods include Alt-J, Lianne 
La Havas, Young Fathers, Slaves, Years 
and Years, and Jack Garratt. 

The acts will play across two stag¬ 
es accompanied by other art instal¬ 
lations along the way. 


Anna Mojab, art director for the 
festival has told attendees to expect a 
hightened sense of occasion at this 
year’s event due to its birthday cel¬ 
ebratory party theme. 

The party continue until sun¬ 
rise with locally-sourced food and 
beer, a silent disco, and a giant bo nfir e. 

The festival will take place on Sep¬ 
tember 2-3, and adult ticket prices 
are £125 for the weekend with no 
additional cost for camping. 

For more details and to buy 
tickets, visit the webstie www. 
inthewoodsfestival.co.uk. 



SECRET: The entrance to In The 
Woods 



STARS: Artists Peter and Kerry 
playing the 2015 festival 



XMAS & NEW YEAR 

COSTA 01 AVA 


Prices Include: 

Hotel 
Accowwodatiow 
Coach Travel 
, Breakfast 
Lunch £ Evening 
Meal 


Mixers, 
Soft Prinks 
plus 

► Teas fr Coffees 


FREE BAR 12 noon-12 midnight! 

(Snacks not available) 


DEPARTURES 

DEPARTURE 

DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 

22nd & 27th 

22nd 

8 DAYS 

13 DAYS 

5 NIGHTS 

10 NIGHTS 

ADULT 

ADULT 

•269 

e374 1 


GET YOUR 

FREE 

BROCHURE 

TODAY! 


CHILD DISCOUNTS! 
up to 50% OFF adult prices 

TO UPGRADE TO OUR PLATINUM SEATS JUST ADD 

£15 PER PERSON 

Offers Subject to Brochure Terms and Conditions & Availability 


TEL: 01443 844222 IB 

ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 



tfutruneA 


THORLEY tavern 


Jfoe, Gaptain 

The Captain Digby is an award winning family restaurant in Thanet and one of 
the most popular places to visit all year round. The Digby caters for couples 
and families alike with fantastic views overlooking Kingsgate Bay for the 
adults and an indoor play area for the children. It’s well worth a visit, a warm 
welcome awaits. 

The Captain Digby, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

www.captaindigby.co.uk! 01843 867 764 



0oAioA 



The historic Tartar Frigate is one of the only 18th century flint restaurants 
in Kent. Widely renowned as one of the best seafood restaurants in Kent, 
the Harbour restaurant boasts stunning panoramic views over Viking Bay 
in Broadstairs. If seafood isn’t for you then you can take advantage of the 
extensive menu, which also includes mouth watering traditional dishes from 
around the world. 

37-39 Harbour St, Broadstairs, KentCTIO 1EU 

www.tartarfrigate.co.uk i 01843 862 013 


Jfie- &maJUa, QLcfozni, 

Welcome to the The Charles Dickens Pub. One of the largest pubs in 
Broadstairs, with the main bar downstairs serving great pub food, fine wine and 
ales and the Copperfields restaurant and bar upstairs commanding excellent 
views of Viking Bay. The chef’s menus contain classic British ingredients, many 
of which are locally sourced and cooked with a modern twist. 

5-6 Victoria Parade, Broadstairs CT10 IQS 

www.charlesdickensbroadstairs.co.uk I 01843 600 160 


)3ay. Hotel 

In our bar/restaurant, we have mouth watering fare to please every palate. With 
a selection of Roast dinners being offered alongside our main menu, come 
and indulge in our home cooked delights and enjoy the views across the bay. 
Adjacent to the Pegwell Bay Hotel is our Sir Stanley Gray bar & restaurant, 
which can be accessed by a unique tunnel which runs under the road! 

81 Pegwell Rd, Ramsgate CT11 ONJ 

www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk I 01843 599 590 
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Summer sunerfruit which packs healthv punch 


They may not look much, but there are 10 good reasons why you should be enjoying pomegranates 


P OMEGRANATES are proof 
that you shouldn’t judge a 
fruit by its cover. They’re 
not the most appetising 
fruit in the bowl, and don’t 
even offer edible flesh - but they are 
packed with sweet seeds, which are 
extremely good for you. 

In fact, they’re often hailed as one 
of the healthiest fruits around, which 
is why it’s been used as medicine for 
thousands of years. 

“Pomegranates provide vitamin C, 
fibre and polyphenols - plant com¬ 
pounds which may be linked with re¬ 
duced heart disease and cancer,” says 
dietician Dr Carrie Ruxton. “Howev¬ 
er, much of the evidence on pome¬ 
granates is in animals or small 
groups of people, so we still don’t 


know whether pomegranates really 
have clinical effects. 

“But this is no reason to avoid eat¬ 
ing them, as pomegranates are great 
on their own or sprinkled on a salad 
or breakfast cereal. They are natu¬ 
rally sweet too, and could help people 
to reduce their added sugar intake.” 

Here are 10 reasons to include 
pomegranate in your diet... 

1. There are around 600 seeds, or 
arils, in one pomegranate, and 
they’re packed with vitamin C - the 
seeds from just one fruit provide 
about 40 per cent of your daily vita¬ 
min C requirement. 

2. Pomegranates are also full of fi¬ 
bre, protein, vitamins K, folate and 
potassium. 

3. The fruit - classed as a berry - is 



TASTY: And packed with nutrional 
goodness for you 


rich in the phenol antioxidant ellagic 
acid, which is thought to have anti¬ 
cancer properties, although these 
have not yet been proven. 

4. The polyphenols found in pome¬ 
granate extract have been found to 
reduce inflammation, which can help 
lower the risk of many chronic dis¬ 
eases including Alzheimer’s, arthri¬ 
tis, Type 2 diabetes and heart disease. 

5. Pomegranate’s anti-inflamma¬ 
tory agents are also thought to help 
the skin resist cell damage caused by 
UVA and UVB rays. 

6. Flavonols found in pomegran¬ 
ates are thought to help block the in¬ 
flammation that contributes to the 
destruction of cartilage. 

7. A study by the University of Au¬ 
vergne in France last year found 


pomegranate strengthened bones 
and helped prevent osteoporosis - al¬ 
though the study was only done on 
mice. 

8 . Drinking a daily glass of pome¬ 
granate juice significantly slowed the 
progress of prostate cancer for men in 
whom the disease recurred, accord¬ 
ing to a 2006 University of California 
study. 

9. Evidence suggests that drinking 
pomegranate juice daily may help 
lower blood pressure. 

10. A 2004 Israeli study on pa¬ 
tients with narrowing of the arteries 
found a daily glass of pomegranate 
juice over three years reduced the 
damage caused by cholesterol in the 
artery by almost half, and also cut 
cholesterol build-up. 


Smugglers come alive 

THE Gulbenkian Youth Theatre has 
transformed the stories of east Kent’s 
sumggling past into songs and script. 

Some of the performances, from a sharing 
day at the theatre, have been filmed and will 
feature at the Seaside Museum, Herne Bay 
from September 18 as part of a Smuggling Tales 
exhibition, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

General admission is £2 for adults and 
children under 16 go free. 


Folk powerhouse date 

| ENGLISH traditional folk group, Eliza 
McCarthy and The Wayward Band, has 
announced a stop at the Theatre Royal, 
Margate during their 13-date Big Machine 
November tour. 

The band will play on November 17 and 
standard tickets are available from the box 
office for £18 (concession tickets are also 
available) and all age groups are welcome. 

To book online: theatreroyalmargate.com 


Hever’s homegrown 

HANDMADE and Homegrown Festival 
plans to do as its title suggests and 
celebrate all handmade and homegrown.in Kent. 

Visitors to Hever Castle, Edenbridge, will 
be able to browse the work of over 40 local 
businesses selling produce such as soaps, 
jewellery, ceramincs and homewares. Food 
marquees will also be available for sampling 
some cheeses, chocolates, and more. 

Standard admission prices will be applied. 


Wrotham’s got talent 

LIVE music will take place across 
Wrotham throughout the bank holiday 
weekend, August 26-29. 

The Wrotham Festival will highlight local 
talent including The Rosie Pennie Band who 
will be performing rock and soul classics. 

Admission to acts playing during the 
weekend is free, except for The Rosie Pennie 
Band, which will be £9.50 but will include entry 
to The Buttery for a BBQ. Music starts at 8pm. 





V 

Say it 

A 

better with 


familynotices24 

Visit: www.familynotices24.co.uk 


B&K MASTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 




Real Ale 
Festivals 

Join us for a great 
range of Kent real 
ales & ciders at 
£3 a pint plus live 
music & BBQ 

Friday 23rd - 
Sunday 25th 
September 



179 Capstone Road, Chatham, 
Kent, ME5 7PP // 01634 400800 

www.waggonathale.com 


MAIDSTONE SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT CENTRE 
E msdcgmsdc org u k W: www msdc org u-k 

THEM 

PSYCHIC 

FAIR 

Sunday 28th August * 12 till 5pm 
DITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE. 
KILNBARN ROAD, DITTON, 
MAIDSTONE ME20 6AH 

ENTRANCE £2 50 (donation to charity) 
-Readings abatable with Mediums •ffumemiogy 
•Aura Photography •Spirnual Haaung -R*m 
•A ngti & Tarot Card Raadtngt -Books & CDs 
•Aloe Vera Products -Beach Crystals, Crafts 
•Cupcakes & ots of yummy refreshments 
•Raffle -Complementary Therapies 
•Demonstrations A Workshops 
_ Call 07745 603034 _ 

North & West 



Early Bird on-line ticket prices: 

Adult £5 Child £3 


Family £14 


New this year!... 

Live music from Joe Scott, Gracie and the Booms and ABALICIOUS 
on the Saturday night with food, bar and fairground. 

Your ticket to the showground will provide you FREE entry to the evenings 
entertainment or you can purchase tickets separately on-line. 

Ample free parking for those attending the event. Off road wheelchairs provided. 
For details of the amazing line up for both shows, times, directions and ticket sales visit: 

www.sandwichshowground.co.uk 

Keep up to date with all the acts on 

Sandwich Showground & Ash Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JB 8c 01304 612681 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


Sandwich Showground 

GREAT VALUE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

Motor Madness 


Come and see the ‘Motors’ on display 

20th & 21st Augusl Discounted tickets available online 

Prices on the gate: Adult £8, Child £5, Family £22 


In the international arena: 

The Royal Signals White Helmets 

Moto Stunts International • Dingle Fingle • Helicopter rides • Simulator 
Fairground • Trade stands • Children’s activities • Food • Bar • Live Music 
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PUZZLES 


Word Spiral -- 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with 
four-letter words. 
The last letter 
of each word 
becomes the 
first letter of the 
next to reveal the 
key word in the 
shaded boxes. 


1. 

Magician’s stick 

9. Bird 

2. 

Diesel oil 

10. Military cap 

3. 

Travel permit 

11 .Skin irritation 

4. 

Assert 

12.Pile 

5. 

Encircle 

13. Stopper 

6. 

Insect 

14. Style of dress 

7. 

Brass instrument 

15. Forehead 

8. 

Curved structure 

16. Direction 


Keyword clue: A European country 


Solutions 
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9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 









13 



12 



7 



6 
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Find where ships shown below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to the right of and below the 
grid indicate how many of the squares in that row 
are filled in with ships or parts of ships. The ships 
do not touch each other, even diagonally. Some of 
the squares have been filled to start you off. 



1 0 2 4 1 3 1 5 1 2 


THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 




SUDOKU 


Hard 
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DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


Cryptic 

Across 

7. I had been winning but 
wasted time (5) 

8. Bombardment results 
from storm in the 
drinking place (7) 

9. Anger with spicy 
smoke (7) 

10. Beat currency (5) 

12. Form one is A1! (5-5) 

15. Unnecessarily crafty 

with sharp instruments 
( 10 ) 

18. Discover pastureland 
is needed by the navy 
(5) 

19. One who listens to the 
accounts? (7) 

21. Current exhibit (7) 

22. A labyrinth that will 
astonish (5) 


Down 

1. Face round sight of a 
particular area (10) 

2. Support about fifty 
boycotted by union (5) 

3. Nothing to the row 
made by a Norse god! 
(4) 

4. Sailor finds Elizabeth a 
superior lady (6) 

5. Of current interest, 
about right, and very 
hot (8) 

6. Note not affected (7) 

11. Let off - but there’s a 

fee of an old penny 
( 10 ) 

13. I make false reports 
about non-mainland 
inhabitant (8) 

14. Lowered the dignity of 
graduates indeed! (7) 

16. Tin in the pigpen is not 
sufficient (6) 

17. Skate around a slice of 
meat (5) 

20. The attraction of a 
raffle? (4) 



Solutions 


Quick 

Across 

7. Foster (5) 

8. Issue (7) 

9. Frequenter (7) 

10. Helvetian (5) 

12. Past times (4,4,2) 

15. Prepared (2,3,5) 

18. Circular (5) 

19. Supply (7) 

21. Performance (7) 

22. Contempt (5) 

Down 

1. Presiding (2,3,5) 

2. Buy off (5) 

3. Departed (4) 

4. Vacation (6) 

5. Countersign (8) 

6. Sailor (7) 

11. Keep mum (3,7) 

13. Story (8) 

14. Unwavering (7) 

16. Embrace (6) 

17. Trinket (5) 

20. Hazard (4) 
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Scribble pad 


v_y 


ARROWWORD 


Married 

woman 


Frozen 

T 

Inflection 


Wheel 

tooth 


Fruit sugar 

European 

country 

Very small 

L 


f 


! 




Length of 
yam 






Organ- 

as kelp 


Sycophant 

Spoken 


Close by 

Person 

Denmark 



f 


L 

f 


f 


Opposite 
of flow 


Aged 

Woman's 

2001 film 
thriller 




Self-pride 

f 


T 

L 








_Mack, 
actor and 
comedian 




Place to 

► 




Enter your answers in the 
direction indicated by the 
arrows. 
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Easy 
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CODEWORD 



abcdefghijkXmnopqrstuvWxyz 
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This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in 
the grid represents a letter, with the same number always 
representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever 
a square contains 8. Using your knowledge of words, complete 
the puzzle. 
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TV&lifestyle travel 



Fortified and 

One of the world’s oldest wine regions is shaping up 
to be a top choice for a wine lover's weekend break. 
SARAH MARSHALL traces the route of liquid 
pleasures through Portugal's Douro Valley and Porto 


fabulous! 


G liding slowly along the 
motionless Douro River, 
we slice through 
near-perfect reflections 
of undulating hills, all 
etched with vine terraces 
resembling contours on a map. 
Sandeman, Taylor’s, Graham’s... I 
pick out port producers whose 
bottles fill my drinks cabinet at 
home. 

We’re tracing a centuries-old route 
used to transport the Portuguese 
fortified wine to the coast. These 
days, a flotilla of traditional rabelo 
boats carries tourists rather than 
heavy wooden casks. 

The world’s oldest regulated wine 
region, afforded Unesco World 
Heritage status in 2001, has been 
attracting river cruisers for many 
years, with land stays possible in a 
collection of simple quintas. 

But, in the last 12 months, the 
launch of two boutique hotels has 
broadened the Douro’s appeal. Last 


summer, Six Senses announced a 
property in Lamego as their first 
European outpost, and, in April, the 
Taylor’s Port family (now part of the 
Fladgate Partnership) reopened 
Vintage House Hotel. 

Coupled with the recent completion 
of a new mountain tunnel, which 
cuts journey time to gateway city 
Porto to an hour and a half, this 
scenic wine lovers’ region is ripe 
for visiting. 

Our wooden boat docks at the 
small, sleepy village of Pinhao, 
famous for its azulejo-tiled train 
station depicting bucolic scenes 
of the wine harvest. From the 
waterfront, it’s a hop, skip 
and port-addled stumble to 
the Vintage House Hotel, 
where swallows flit 
through orange trees and 
trellises are festooned 
with magenta 
bougainvillea. 

“We’ve worked hard to 


DUSK: Porto and, left, the Torre dos Clergios, in the city. 


retain features of the 
original warehouse 
building,” explains 
general manager Paulo 
Santos, as we admire the 
gnarled oak beams of 
the Library Room, 
supported by original 
granite columns. 

The hotel’s relaxed, 
rustic restaurant is a 


fine showcase for produce from the 
region, including lamb and veal 
reared in local hill villages, and 
peppery olive oil. 

But for a real taste of the Douro’s 
liquid assets, I visit the Fladgate 
Partnership’s neighbouring Quinta 
da Roeda wine estate, where a visitor 
centre is housed in the former 
stables. 

Filipe Carvalho, wine tourism 


Pictures: PA 

manager, estimates there are 30,000 
wine growers in the Douro Valley, 
but, since the 18th Century, land has 
been slowly consolidated and now 
British companies Taylors and 
Symington own 50% of it. 

In the last 20 years, many young 
winemakers have switched to making 
table wine. As well as being quicker 
and cheaper to produce, it’s also 
winning top industry accolades. 



tripadvisor 


RANKED #1 


PUB IN CANTERBURY 
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TYLER S KILN 

GARDEN 


HACKINGTON ROAD 
TYLER HILL, CANTERBURY 
KENT, CT2 9NE 


T :01227 471 912 

www.tylerskiln.co.uk 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Manston needs 
to be developed 

YOUR correspondent, P Hendry 
(KoS, letters, last week), seems 
confused about what ‘we’ can 
control when he thought that a 
Brexit vote and ‘taking back 
control’ meant interfering in 
private enterprise. 

It doesn’t, private companies 
may be bought and sold as 
free-market conditions permit; 
there are very few companies that 
the British government would 
consider strategic and would step 
in to prevent their sale. Neither 
Manston Airport nor Pilkington 
Glass qualify for this. As for 
Cadbury, since when is a sweet 
manufacturer of strategic impor¬ 
tance and why would the British 
government have the slightest 
interest in who owned it? 

As for Manston, why does this 
continue to rumble on - if there’s a 
buyer and the seller is willing, for 
goodness sake let them get on with 
it. Somethings, and I include 
Dreamland in this, reach the end of 
their natural life and a new phase 
must be permitted to take place - 
oh, and keep public money out of it. 
Manston redux is never going to 
take off - sorry, terrible pun. If a 
developer wants to build houses 
and employment opportunities, 
surely this should happen - it’s not 
as though the area is over-en¬ 
dowed with either. 

John Ward Moorhouse, 
Tunbridge Wells 

This is what 
democracy is 

RAY Duff has an odd understand¬ 
ing of how democracy works (KoS, 
letters). 

In his letter he wrote: “Further, 
the referendum was not legally 
binding, merely an advisory one”. 
What nonsense. 

My advice to him is “think again 
chum ‘cos it’s going to happen”. It 
may not have been the result he 
wanted, but that is true of elections 
generally and we don’t see people 
running around shouting: ‘the 
Conservatives/Lib Dems/Labour 
cannot run this country, the 
election result is only advisory’. 

We voted to come out and we’re 
coming out. 

As for his “un-elected head of 
state”, this country is a constitu¬ 
tional monarchy, and I don’t see that 
changing - democratically that is, 
any time soon. Perhaps Mr Duff has 
other ideas, other ways and means. 

Ralph Steerpike, 
Tunbridge Wells 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 





Something must be 
done to ease Dover 


ON July 13,1 departed Dover by 
coach on a ferry. 

At the French border check 
point we disembarked to find 
nobody there. When two people 
were found they turned out not to 
be either British or French border 
staff but (British) employees of 
private firm G4S. Who they were 
working for I don’t know. 

On return there was a long 
queue of coaches and minibuses 
at the British check point in Calais 
- all of which were getting the 
sniffer dog treatment of luggage 
compartments. There were more 
officers (proper ones) present, but 
still a lot of unmanned positions. 

My take on all this is that there 
was a lack of planning all round 
for the enhanced checks and they 
were ‘caught napping’ by the 
holiday peak - simply insufficient 
staffing. Made worse on the roads 
by all the measures like Dover 
TAP being about trucks and no 
thought given to queues of cars. 

In a few weeks time all these 

Oh look - more 
EU bashing! 

OH dear, we’ve rattled Ray Duff’s 
cage and woken him from his 
summer slumber! If he sends me 
his address, I’ll send him a free 
dictionary. 

The definition of ‘democracy’ is 
government by the will of the 
people. Not by Ray Duff, or any 
others with the arrogance to 
believe they know better. 

Even Ted Heath admitted we 
were railroaded into the EU on lies 


people will be coming back and 
our facilities at Calais and 
Sandgatte will be put to the test. 

I repeat my call for an improved 
A2 with a Whitfield by-pass going 
directly into the docks - here a 
short tunnel might work. 

Lastly, I was recently at a meeting 
of Transport Focus. Highways 
England were there too so I talked 
with their rep about Dover TAP and 
the hated ‘permanent’ speed limit. 
They desire a variable limit with 
electronic signs but that requires 
gantries and a power source, which 
cannot happen immediately. An 
interim measure is proposed where 
the speed limit is ‘graduated’, 60 
from the present start to Court 
Wood, 50 from there to the hill 
above Aycliffe and 40 on the Aycliffe 
approach. Not perfect but better 
than what we have now. I urged 
them to implement sooner rather 
than later. 

Ian Taylor 

Alliance of British Drivers, 
Dover 

and treaties that were falsely 
called, ‘tidying up exercises’, but 
were really measures taking us 
even deeper into the EU. 

So the British public who had 
actually voted for a ‘common 
market’ found, without their 
permission, they were now being 
run by 27 other countries. 

A great indicator as to how 
corrupt and undemocratic the EU 
is and how poor it’s governance, is 
that it needs to either force 
countries to vote again and again 
to get the ‘right’ answer, as with 
Ireland and Sweden, or like us, 
have no vote at all. 


It’s doubtful our supposed 
membership was even legal, so 
why do we need to officially leave? 
If it’s so good, why are Greece, 
Spain, Italy, Portugal and even 
France, falling apart and why the 
queue to leave? 

If the vote had been exactly 
reversed, Ray Duff would be 
walking away saying ‘job done’. 

But these people who pay lip 
service to ‘democracy’ cry ‘foul’ as 
soon as things don’t go their way. 

I would remind Ray Duff that 
we’ve had governments elected on 
less than 40 per cent of the vote. 

Did he cry ‘foul’ then? 

Phil Granger, 
West Mailing 

And a little bit 
more here too 


I AM getting very annoyed with 
the bad losers over the EU referen¬ 
dum such as Ray Duff. 

You lost so get over it, stop keep 
throwing your toys out of the 
pram, as the prime minister Therea 
May has said: “Brexit means 
Brexit.” 

There will be no re-run of the 
referendum, we are leaving that 
corrupt organisation that we have 
been ruled by for the last 40 years. 

If it has stayed as the common 
market then I would have no 
problem with it, but we are being 
ruled by undemocratic, unelected, 
drunken presidents. 

I worked very hard and donated 
a great deal of money to Vote Leave 
and we won! 

I did that for my children and 
grandchildren so that they have a 
future in Great Britain and not be 
tied to a failing organisation which 
I predict will have disintegrated 
within ten years. 

That is what they are so 
frightened of. Because once we 
have left many more countries will 
follow. 

Switzerland has been trying to 
join the EU for 22 years, but has 
now withdrawn its application 
saying that only lunatics would 
want to be a member of that 
organisation now. 

All the whingers who voted 
remain have forgotten that we are 
Great Britain, we did very well 
before we joined, and we will do 
even better when we leave and we 
will be great again. 

We already have countries lining 
up to trade with us and we do not 
need to be a member of the single 
market to trade with Europe and 
have control of our borders. 

So back Britain and stop talking 
it down. 

Michael Carr, 

Ashford 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





FORTUNE: Italian giant’s luck and confidence in 
the medium car sector has been patchy, as regular 
model name changes have shown. But the Tipo 
shows promise 
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O NE senses Fiat’s frustration at a recent fail¬ 
ure to produce a winning mid-size car. 

Since saloon classics like the 124, 
which soldiered on as the crude yet 
rugged Russian Lada, and the nippy 
128, the Italian giant has suffered mixed fortunes 
with hatchbacks at this size level. 

The 1980s Ritmo was famously advertised as 
‘hand-built by robots’ and more attractively badg- 
ed here as the Strada. 

But both names were dumped for the capacious 
Tipo in the late 1980s, which also pioneered gal¬ 
vanized panels to combat the corrosion that was 
marring Fiat’s image. It became a big seller in Bra¬ 
zil, but the real story was clear when the name 
was axed in favour of the Bravo/Brava series. 

Same verdict though; so the Stilo (2002-7) ar¬ 
rived, then came a return to Bravo (2007-14) and 
now the new Tipo arrives in September. Can it 
change Fiat’s luck in the sector? Well, Fiat’s mar¬ 
keting people would surely have preferred to 
shoehorn the magic number 500 into the name 
somewhere, so that stardust from the company’s 
talismanic baby car could have rubbed off on it. 

But the Tipo must take its chances. It does have 
major factors in its favour though: the hatchback 
and elegant Station Wagon (estate) will launch at 


the same time, both look good, and the range is 
aggressively priced and specified from just 
£12,995, with the ‘wagon’ commanding a mod¬ 
est £1,000 premium. 

Estates are increasingly popular in the UK with 
many now outselling their saloon or hatchback 
equivalents, as would-be MPV owners realise 


that they want their driving pleasure back yet 
don’t want to switch to a bulky crossover/SUV. 

Fiat claims class leading legroom and boot 
space - 440 litres (hatch) and 550 (wagon) - and 
will offer two diesel and three petrol engines; 
automatic and dual-clutch transmissions will 
be available too. 
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Suzuki unleashes fresh faced supermini 


‘Lightning’ addition to Suzuki’s small car line-up should spark an even bigger 
sales boom for the Japanese marque. Steve Loader takes it for a quick spin 



S UZUKI has taken a 

completely fresh approach 
to the car market. 

Rather than competing 
in every sector, it takes a 
guerrilla-style approach to attack 
key points. This nifty footwork has 
allowed the Japanese brand to drive 
its sales up by around 15 per cent so 
far this year, and be likely to go still 
higher through the recent launch of 
the Baleno supermini. 

Incredibly, this means Suzuki now 
has three small hatchbacks: the 
capacious Celerio city car - a motoring 
‘Tardis’ if ever there was one - the 
excellent Swift and now the Baleno. 

The Baleno is the ‘daddy’ of this 
line-up, being slightly bigger than 
the Swift to tilt at ‘supermini/MPVs’ 
like the Nissan Note and Honda Jazz, 
and likely to attract downsizers or 
young families who have outgrown 
the Swift. 

Apart from typically aggressive 
pricing with high specifications, 
starting at £12,999, the Baleno is 
also rewarding to drive. If perhaps 
not such a ‘point and shoot’ star as 
the Swift, it’s still a far cry from its 
dreary predecessor (1995-2002). 

OK, there is no 0-62mph time in 
the line-up below 11 seconds, despite 


Baleno meaning ‘lightning’ or ‘flash’ 
in Italian. But both powertrains are 
lively at the bottom end, helped by 
high-tensile steel used to drive down 
body weight - a big investment at 
this end of the market. 

The body and underside are also 


low drag and another plus is some 
clever engine technology. 

The best seller is the llObhp 
1.0-litre Boosterjet model tested here 
in mid-range SZ5 trim (£13,999): it 
revs beautifully, only revealing the 
typically uneven beat of its three- 



cylinder turbocharged layout when 
you abuse the throttle, tempting in 
cut and thrust urban driving or on 
the open road, where some body lean 
on corners reveals a suspension set 
more for comfort than the smaller 
Swift - a driving favourite. 


Suzuki Baleno 1.0 
Boostexjet SZ5 


Price: 

from £13,999 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Nissan Note 


The alternative is the single 89bhp 
1.2 Dualjet model. At £13,499, the 
starting price is £500 dearer, but its 
higher spec actually makes it £500 
cheaper than its Boosterjet equivalent. 

For that you get slightly less 
performance and joie de vivre, but 
four-cylinder smoothness assisted by 
a tiny electric motor - it is Suzuki’s 
first mild hybrid and allows an official 
combined 70.6mpg and road tax-free 
C02 emissions (94g/km). This might 
be a good long term bet as emissions 
become even more of an issue. 

Whatever your engine choice 
though, the Baleno is a pleaser: the 
interior is spacious for four adults, 
but will seat five, and the 320-litre 
boot is big for this class. The Baleno 
cabin is robus and spacious; my only 
black mark is some plastics look 
cheap and may scratch easily. 



PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 


THE PEUGEOT 

RE-ENERGISED 



AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18 
\^g WITH 

TELEMATICS* 


4.9% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE" 

AND £800 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 


3 YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY/SERVICING 

CAR TAX + /ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


INDEPENDENCE BUILT IN 




ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD. 01622 753 333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/lOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 Range are: Urban 39.8 - 78.5 (7.1 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 104.6 (4.6 - 2.7), Combined 50.4 - 94.2 (5.6 - 3.0) and CO 2 129-79 
(g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actuaL on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Peugeot 
Citroen Retail Group is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Representative 4.9% APR over 37 months. Finance is subject to status. To finance your purchase we will introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, provider of Peugeot's innovative finance 
package - Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is provided 
with the car. Where vehicle tax is payable after the first year the Dealer will provide customers with a cheque for the value of years 2 and 3 RFL (based on current rates). The customer must always apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel® is subject to status.*Minimum age 
18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the Telematics Box & consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. ALl drivers must hold a fuLl UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including limits on driving convictions & claims. Insurance 
V subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor driving. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

W Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® 

f Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. 

' All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/07/16 and 30/09/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information 

correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Head 

Chef 


c £26.000 



Winter Gardens, Margate 


We currently seek a qualified 
and talented Head Chef; an ideal 
opportunity for someone to widen 
their experience and skills in one of 
East Kent’s premier catering venues 
providing an extensive range of 
menus from 10-700 persons. 

Telephone 

01843 868302 

or visit 

www.yourleisure.uk.com 

Closing date: 31 st August 2016 


Classic 

1 

Education 

ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING FOR 

TEACHERS - TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
NURSERY NURSES & EXPERIENCED 
SCHOOL - OFFICE STAFF 

FOR LOCAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Daily Supply, Long Term and Permanent Posts Available 

CALL 01474 359333 or register your details at 
www.classic 

education.co.uk/apply AGY 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

An application has been made by: J. Nemane for the 
premises, of Loose Post office & stores, Old Loose Hill, 
Maidstone, ME 15 OAA . 

On the date of: 06/08/2016 

Summary of the proposed licensable activities and the 
proposed hours of opening: Sale & Supply of Alcohol 
Mon to Friday 07.00 to 20.00 Hours 
Saturday 07.00 to 18.00 Hrs 
Sunday 07.00 to 13.00 hrs 

Any person wishing to view details of an application 
may contact the Licensing Partnership on 01732 227004 
Any person wishing to make representation about the 
application should make them in writing on or before 
2 Sept 2016 to: Licensing Partnership, PO BOX 182, 
Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 1GP 
licensing @ sevenoaks.gov.uk 
http://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-licensing 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. The 
maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary 
of conviction for the offence is £5,000. 


Cumbria House Care Home, Folkestone 

Requires 

x2 Night Care 
Assistants 

xl Care 
Assistant 

Must have minimum NVQ 2 & 
experience in care of the elderly. 

Post is subject to enhanced DBS Check. 

For More information please call Julia on 
01303254019 or email to 
cumbriahouse@ashwoodhealthcare.co.uk 


Town and Country 
Cleaners Ltd 

require 

CLEANERS 

IN TENTERDEN 

Experience is preferred but not essential as 
training can be provided. 

Monday - Friday 3.30pm to 7.30pm £7.20ph 
for the NLW 
£6.70ph for the NMW 
Enhanced DBS check required upon 
employment. 

Please call Laura on 01227 453 878 


Treat someone 
special 

with a gift voucher from 

r ’ > subscription save 


Available in £5, 

£10. £25 and £50 
denominations. 

Subscription Save 
vouchers can be 
redeemed online 
for any magazine 
subscription or 
single product purchase. 

www.subscriptionsave 

.co.uk/giftvoucher 


' subscriptionsave.co.uk 




JOBS UPDATED EVERY HOUR 
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Sport 



GIFTED : McConnochie (front row, second from the left) celebrates winning silver with Team GB’s rugby sevens on 
Thursday night in Rio after defeat against Fiji Pictures: pa 


Sevens' ace picks 
up silver medal 

McConnochie collects county’s first medal at Rio Olympics 


Olympics 


By Simon Allin 

Simon.ALLin@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S Olympians secured their first 
medal of Rio 2016 this week when 
former Cranbrook pupil Ruaridh Mc¬ 
Connochie took silver with Great 
Britain’s rugby sevens team. 

The British side beat one of the fa¬ 
vourites, South Africa, to make it 
through to the final, but they were 
outclassed on Thursday by a domi¬ 
nant Fiji, who coasted to an impres¬ 
sive 43-7 victory. 

Peter Jovanovic, chairman of Cran¬ 
brook RFC, coached McConnochie for 
a number of years and said he was ‘im¬ 


mensely proud’ of his achievements. 
He said: “At the end of the day, you 
never know how players are going to 
turn out and Rory was one of the most 
naturally talented individuals with 
skill sets that you can’t really coach. 

“He is just one of those guys you 
could see had a lot of ability and it was 
just dependent on what he did with 
that. 

“The players will be thrilled to have 
won a silver, and the whole club is re¬ 
ally proud of him.” 

Earlier in the week, eventing star 
William Fox-Pitt, who attended 
Wellesley House School in Broad- 
stairs, saw his medal hopes dashed 
after slipping from first to 22nd place 
due to an early error and a handful of 
time faults. 

The county has a number of other 


medal hopefuls in action over the 
weekend, as Team GB looks to build 
on their already impressive tally, 
which had outstripped their equiva¬ 
lent London 2012 haul after the first 
five days. 

Tunbridge Wells windsurfing star 
Bryony Shaw competed last night, 
while Chatham’s Kat Driscoll took 
part in the women’s individual tram¬ 
poline. 

Maidstone-born sprinter Jack 
Green will fly the flag for Great Brit¬ 
ain in the 400m hurdles this week, 
while Ashford’s Tom Ransley is com¬ 
peting in the men’s coxed eight finals 
on Saturday. 

The county also has a number of 
players in the women’s hockey team, 
which will compete in the quarter fi¬ 
nals on Monday. 


Sell-out crowd expected for quarter final clash 


Cricket 


KENT’S cricketers are facing a tough 
test against Yorkshire Vikings as the 
two sides get ready to face each other 
in the quarter finals of the Royal 
London One-Day Cup. 

The Spitfires have been flying high 
in the competition, securing their 
place in the quarter finals with a 
seven-wicket win over Sussex. 

It came after an impressive run in 
which they scored victories against 
Gloucestershire, Hampshire, 
Somerset and Middlesex. 

The Vikings are formidable 
opponents, however, and they are 
currently riding high in third place 
of division one of the county 
championships. 

They have won the county 



UNDAUNTED : Jamie Clifford says 
his side is not ‘overawed’ by Yorks. 


championships for two years in a 
row and are favourites to lift the 


One-Day Cup. 

Jamie Clifford, Kent County Cricket 
Club’s chief executive, said: “We have 
had two sell-out matches this season 
and if not sold out, we will be close to 
selling out. 

“The side has been playing some 
really good cricket and the 50-over 
game suits our players. They are not 
overawed by Yorkshire. 

“I think our players have devel¬ 
oped a style they want to keep 
playing. Our fast bowlers will be 
trying to get in amongst the wickets 
as early as possible, and our batting 
line up has a clear idea of what they 
want to do. 

“Everyone is looking forward to it.” 

The match gets underway at 2 pm 
on August 18 at the Spitfire Ground, 
St Lawrence, Canterbury. Adult 
tickets are priced at £20. 




STRIKER: Lafayette is set to bolster Dover Athletic’s frontline 

Lafayette signing adds 
to Dover's strike force 


FORMER Eastleigh striker Ross 
Lafayette is heading to Dover this 
season after joining The Whites on a 
free transfer. 

The 30-year-old is the second 
striker signed by the club in the past 
two weeks, with Moses Emmanuel 
also joining the attacking lineup. 

Lafayette began his career with 
Beaconsfield SYCOB, subsequently 
playing for several non-league clubs 


in north London and the home 
counties. 

He joined Welling United in the 
summer of 2012, making 90 
appearances for the side and scoring 
39 goals, which helped them them to 
secure the 2012-13 Conference 
South title. 

Lafayette joined Eastleigh in 2015 
and scored two goals in 12 appear¬ 
ances. 


Biking championship at Brands 


A PACKED racing programme is in 
store for motorcycling enthusiasts at 
the British Motorcycle Racing Club 
Bike Championships at Brands 
Hatch. 

The 40-race programme makes 
the event the largest of its type in the 
UK, and many of the motorcycles 
being exhibited will also take part in 
track parades. 

The paddock will be open to the 


public, allowing fans to get a closer 
look at the bikes as they are prepared 
for action on the circuit, and to meet 
the teams and riders. 

The event is being held on 
Saturday and Sunday August 20 and 
21, with adult tickets priced at £10. 
Children can enter free of charge. 

Gates open at 8am and the action 
kicks off at 9am on Saturday and 
10am on Sunday. 


Gills to play Watford in 
League Cup round two 


GILLINGHAM are to travel to 
Watford for their next League Cup 
game after drawing the Premier 
League side in the second round of 
the contest. 

The Gills’ season has got off to a 
strong start, with 3-1 wins over 
Southend United in both Division 
One and the League Cup, and they 
will be looking to maintain their 
momentum when they head to 
Vicarage Road. 

They last played the Hertfordshire 
side in 2007, going down to a 3-0 
away defeat. Their last victory 
against Watford came back in March 
2003, when both teams were in 
Division One. 

Justin Edinburgh’s team will be 
bolstered by the arrival of former 
Premier League midfielder Jamie 
O’Hara, who has just joined the club 
on a two-year contract. 

The League Cup clash takes place 
on Tuesday, August 23. 


MANAGER: Justin Edinburgh 
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QpOlT drums or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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ORCHARD THEATRE 


orchardtheatre.co.uk 

01322 220000 
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